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MCA
National
Leaders
President - 2014
Edward T. Brogan, USAF Ret

Vice President - 2014
Gregory G. Caiazzo, USN Ret

Secretary - 2013
Paul Swerdlow, DVA / USA Ret

Treasurer - 2013
Eric S. Renne, Sr. USAF Ret

Executive Committee

Class of 2012
Brian L. Bohlman, ANG
David E. Graetz, ARNG / DVA
Ronald L. Tottingham, CAP 

Class of 2013
Samuel J. T. Boone, USA Ret
James K. Ellis, USN Ret
Kenneth L. Hegtvedt, USA

Class of 2014
Robert G. Certain, USAF Ret
Andrew G. McIntosh, USAF
James H. Pope, USN Ret
James A.Sickmeyer, CAP

Trustees

Class of 2012
Kenneth R. Colton, USAF Ret 

Class of 2013
Theodore Bowers, USN Ret

Class of 2014
Timon Davison, ARNG / DVA Ret

National
Staff
Executive Director
Gary R. Pollitt, USN Ret

Associate 
Executive Director
George E. Dobes, USN Ret

Webmaster
Daniel G. DeBlock, USA Ret

Welcome Aboard!
Member updates based on information
received from 5 December 2011 through 
2 March 2012. Send corrections or items
missed to chaplains@mca-usa.org. We will
post in the Summer 2012 (June) issue.

New Life Members 
Chaplain colleagues who choose “Life
Member” status. No dues renewal.
Permanent magazine subscription.

Reuben I. Abraham, CDR CHC USNR
Philadelphia, PA
JWB Jewish Chaplains Council
Annual member 1998
Life member February 2012

Stephen J. Brandow, DVA
Tioga, LA; Roman Catholic
Annual member 2007
Life member February 2012

Kristina Y. Coppinger, Maj USAF
RAF Mildenhall UK
The Episcopal Church
Annual member 2011
Life member February 2012

Stephen W. DeGweck, Lt Col USAF Ret
Birmingham, AL
The Episcopal Church
Annual member 1988
Life member January 2012

Klon K. Kitchen, LTC USA Ret
Duncanville, TX; Full Gospel Churches
Initial MCA membership February 2012

Steve O. Sturgeon, LTC MEPCOM/USSC
Butte, MT; Bible Baptist
Initial MCA membership February 2012

Donald R. Wilson, Lt Col USAF Ret
Ft Meade, MD 
Presbyterian Church USA, 
Associate Endorser
Annual member 1993
Reactivated as Life member January 2012

Thomas B. McGrath, CAPT CHC USNR Ret
Barrigada, Guam; Roman Catholic
Annual member1991
Reactivated as Life member January 2012

New Annual Members 
Active with annual dues. Renews year-
ly magazine subscription.

Christian A. Bayles, Capt CAP
Oklahoma City, OK
Free Methodist Church USA

David M. Bobbey, Lt Col CAP
Fayetteville, NC
Conservative Baptist Association of
America

Kenneth V. Botton, LCDR CHC USN Ret
Lindenhurst IL
Endorser, Plymouth Brethren 

Tierian Cash, CAPT CHC USN Ret
Lincolnton NC
Southern Baptist Convention

Lawrence J. Ellison, Capt CAP Ret
Fairbanks, AK
Southern Baptist Convention

Arthur P. Ford, III, Maj CAP
Lakewood CO
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Torrey O. Johnson, Capt USAFR
Atlanta, GA
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

John P. Joslin, Capt CAP
Sevierville, TN
Southern Baptist Convention

Steven E. Keith, Col USAF
Blythewood, SC
Baptist Bible Fellowship International

Sang K. Kwon, CPT USAR
South Pasadena, CA
Korean Presbyterian Church Abroad

Blaine A. MacNeil, Capt CAP
Little Falls, MN
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 

David J. McAuliffe, 1Lt CAP
North Branch, MN
International Ministerial Fellowship

Sarah A. Shirley, Maj ANG / DVA
Murfeesboro, TN
The Episcopal Church 

Robert A. Sugg, Maj USAF
Grand Forks AFB ND
Presbyterian Church USA

Robert S. Westbrook, Maj CAP
Buford GA
Association of Vineyard Churches

New Associate Members 
Chaplain colleagues and MCA friends
who support our objectives but do not
hold appointment in one of our five
constituent federal chaplaincies. 

Albert Aguilar, Capt USV-JSC and DVA  
Norco CA
Protestant, Non-Denominational

The Rev. Daniel Batchelor 
Dupo, IL
Associate Endorser, 
United Pentecostal Church International

Mr. Dan Ocko 
Harrisburg, PA
Jewish / Board of Directors, 
Chapel of the Four Chaplains

The Rev. D. Chris Thompson 
Oklahoma City OK
Bishop, International Pentecostal
Holiness Church
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On the Friday before the January Unit
Training Assembly weekend, the 169 FW (SC
ANG) Chaplain Corps gathered for a staff
retreat at an offsite location for a time of
reflection and planning for the new year. Our
staff has faithfully met for these January
retreats for over 12 years and they have
helped us connect and grow together as a
team. This year, we held the day retreat at
Victory Ranch (a ministry of Cadence
International) where service members in
training at Fort Jackson come to rest, relax
and be a civilian for a weekend. 

As a new Wing Chaplain with a staff in
transition at a high ops-tempo Active
Associate Wing, this retreat helped me cast
the vision for how our Chaplain Corps will
directly support our Wing mission in 2012.

Our retreat began with a devotional and
time for personal prayer and reflection.

My devotional was based on Joshua 4:1-
7 and I titled it, “Reflecting on God's Activity
in Your Life.” Perhaps you can use or adapt it
for your particular staff setting in the future.
I trust that the following passage will inspire
you as you look ahead to the work God has
called you to in the Chaplain Corps in 2012
and beyond!

“When the whole nation had finished
crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua,
“Choose twelve men from among the peo-
ple, one from each tribe, and tell them to take
up twelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan, from right where the priests are
standing, and carry them over with you and
put them down at the place where you stay
tonight.” 

So Joshua called together the twelve men
he had appointed from the Israelites, one
from each tribe, and said to them, “Go over
before the ark of the Lord your God into the
middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take
up a stone on his shoulder, according to the
number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve
as a sign among you. In the future, when
your children ask you, ‘What do these stones
mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan
was cut off before the ark of the covenant of
the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the

waters of the Jordan were cut off. These
stones are to be a memorial to the people of
Israel forever.”

Find a quiet place and take 30 minutes to
ponder these questions in personal medita-
tion and prayer:

Q: What obstacles have you crossed to get to
where you are now in your life and ministry?

Q: What types of “stones” have you collected
during your spiritual journey?

Q: What meaning do these stones represent in
your life and ministry?

Q: Where do you see God at work in your 
life and ministry “on the other side” of 
the river?

Q: How can you best care for yourself 
(physically, emotionally, spiritually) as your
serve God’s people as a member of the
Chaplain Corps?

For further reflection, meditate on the fol-
lowing scriptures: Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm
27; Proverbs 3:5-6; Luke 5:15-16; Galatians
6:9-10; Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 3:12-14.

Reflecting on God’s Activity in Your Life
Dear Chaplain Brogan,

Here is my mailing address but please
don't send anything after May 15th. 
I will try to reach out to you after I get in
country next month. 

Ch, Lt Col Brian Bohlman 
Chaplains Office  
CJTH - Task Force Med East 
APO AE 09354

Also, I am asking people to pray Psalm 27
and Psalm 91 over me by inserting my
name in the Psalm as they pray. Thanks for
keeping me and those I serve in your daily
thoughts and prayers. I hope you have a
great MCA event in San Antonio. 

Blessings! Respectfully, Brian

Chaplain Bohlman is a member of the
MCA National Executive Committee.  
We deeply appreciate his  contribution
here – especially while preparing for
deployment.   Please remember Brian, his
family, and his Troops in your prayers.
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On 28 October 2012, the U.S. Army
Chaplain Center and School (USACHCS)
bid farewell to John Wesley Brinsfield. Dr.
Brinsfield had served as the Army
Chaplain Corps Historian and Professor of
History on the USACHCS Staff and Faculty
since Fall 2002. 

Dr. Brinsfield is a native of Atlanta,
Georgia.  He holds the Master of Divinity
degree from Yale Divinity School and
serves as a minister of the United
Methodist Church. Dr. Brinsfield served as
an active duty Army Chaplain from 1969 –
2002. He enjoyed a variety of assignments
culminating as the Deputy Forces
Command (FORSCOM) Chaplain and retir-
ing at the rank of Colonel. From 1972-73
he studied under a Woodrow Wilson

Fellowship at Mansfield College, Oxford
and a Leopold Schepp Fellowship at
Wesley House, Cambridge. John holds the
Doctor of Philosophy in Church History
from Emory University and the Doctor of
Ministry in Ethics from Drew University.  

John began his ‘next career’ as Historian
in 2002. He is the author of nine books
including Faith for the Fight: Civil War
Chaplains and The Spirit Divided: Memoirs of
Civil War Chaplains (2 vols). He has written
numerous article and editorials for the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution and the New
York Times.  

Dr. Brinsfield’s resume as an instructor
includes the U.S. Army Aviation School, the
Army Chaplain School, the Department of
History at the United States Military
Academy at West Point, and the U.S. Army
War College as the Director of Ethical
Program Development and Faculty
Instructor in World Religions. 

Dr. Brinsfield was awarded the Order of
Aaron and Hur by Chaplain (MG) Doug
Carver, U.S. Army, on 4 March 2011. This is

the highest civilian award given by the
Army Chief of Chaplains. 

Dr. Brinsfield and his wife Pat now
reside in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He will
continue to be involved in the training and
education of chaplains by teaching in the
Doctor of Ministry Program for Military
Chaplains at Wesley Theological Seminary,
Washington, DC.

CH (COL) Samuel J. T. Boone, USA (Ret.)
MCA National Executive Committee

Army Chaplain Historian Retires

Above - Dr. Brinsfield receives a retirement certificate from CH (COL) David Smartt, USACHCS
Commandant.

Below left -  CH (LTC) Alan Pomaville, USAR Liaison at USACHCS presents  Dr. Brinsfield with
bronze statues struck by retired SGM Steve Carter.  First is a chaplain embracing a 'hurting'
Soldier.  Second is a reproduction of the memorial honoring all chaplains and chaplain assistants
who fell in combat.

Below - Dr Brinsfield and Pat with the chaplain flag flown 3 September 2009 over Ibn Sina
Hospital, Iraq on the last day of Army service there from 2003-2009. 
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Chaplain Tom Pocock served 25 years as a
Navy chaplain endorsed by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. There are no
paid clergy positions in the LDS Church as a
potential vehicle for reentry to “parish min-
istry”after military service. Soon after retire-
ment from the Navy, Tom opened a financial
brokerage business to help people with invest-
ments. Eventually a son-in-law and two
daughters joined him to grow a business that
now has over 400 clients in 17 states. Tom
“retired” again. With his wife, Ellie, they serve
as full-time humanitarian relief volunteers. 

Tom and Ellie’s first major venture in full-time
humanitarian relief was overseas in the former
Soviet republic of Belarus. They were there for
22 months. They followed this with second
assignment in East Africa. For 18 months, the
Pococks were Country Directors with Latter-
day Saint Charities in Kenya and Tanzania.
They administered numerous humanitarian
relief projects valued in the millions of dollars.
85% of those were water related. Following is
excerpted from Tom’s report on their latest
service as full-time volunteers.

Being in good health, we were seriously
contemplating a third humanitarian mis-
sion experience. As we were getting ready
to apply, Ellie and I were asked to accept
an 18-month “stay-at home” mission as
managers of the Washington DC Bishops’
Storehouse. When asked to serve, what do
you say? Of course you say, “Yes!” 

The storehouse is located near Andrews
Air Force Base, MD. We commute some 40
miles from our home in Northern Virginia

two or three times a week to fulfill our
assignment. A patron comes to the store-
house with a signed “Bishop’s Order” from
one of the 175 LDS wards (congregations)
in the greater DC area.  The storehouse
maintains an inventory of food stuffs val-
ued at over $350,000. Additionally, we
send a large truck four Saturdays per
month for delivery of food products to out-
lying areas.

One aspect of the storehouse is to aid
food banks in the greater Washington DC
area, both secular and religious. We
encourage these organizations to request
from the storehouse $1,000 worth of food
stuffs each year. When these humanitarian
aid requests are approved, we provide
them with items they need to fill any gaps
in their source for food. It has been very
rewarding to know that we are helping
others in the community as well as mem-
bers of our own faith group.

When a Bishop’s Order is filled, the
specifics of that order are entered into a
computer program. This does two things.
First, the local ward is informed of the dol-
lar value of the particular order. Second,
the entry is also an inventory control sys-
tem. It tells our central warehouse in
Indianapolis the items required to replen-
ish our shelves. So, we never work on any
separate order processes. Our stocks are
replenished automatically. We receive a
semi-trailer of pallets to replenish our sup-
plies every two weeks. 

With four other volunteer couples
assigned to work with us as well as volun-

teers from local LDS wards, we strive to fol-
low the admonition of the Savior to help
the poor and the needy. One of our watch-
words is this. “When you are in the service
of fellow human beings, you are only in the
service of your God.”

Chaplain Thomas R. Pocock
Captain, U.S. Navy, Retired

MCA Member 1982
Life Member 1987

Emerson Foundation #70 

THE MCA EMERSON FOUNDATION
The Foundation was named for Chaplain William Emerson, a pastor of First Parish at Concord, Massachusetts. Using his

pulpit to declare the injustices of British rule at the time, he was selected “chaplain” to the Provincial Congress when
it met at Concord in 1774. On the morning of 19 April 1775, word came that British regulars were moving from

Lexington Green toward Concord. Emerson grabbed his musket and appeared on the Common. The militia
moved to approach the British at the Concord Bridge. Tradition holds that Emerson exhorted, “Let us stand 
our ground; if we die, let us die here." On 29 April 1775, the Continental Congress acted to establish the 
chaplaincy. William Emerson resigned from First Parish to become an Army chaplain on 16 April 1776.

The Trustees of the Military Chaplains Association established the Emerson Foundation in 1991. They sought
a means whereby members and friends could contribute funds held for long term development. Membership

may be granted by those who contribute or are honored by a contribution of $1,000 or more. New members are
recognized during our National Institute.

Return to Parish Life: Serving as Fulltime Volunteers
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Military Chaplains Association

Annual National Meeting
17-19 April 2012

Important Registration & Travel Information

Meeting Location 
and Accommodations

La Quinta Inns & Suites San Antonio Convention Center,
303 Blum, San Antonio, Texas 78205

Hotel Phone: (210) 222-9181
Hotel Fax: (210) 228-9816
La Quinta web portal: www.lq.com

Completion of the registration form does NOT reserve your
hotel room. Please call La Quinta Reservations at 
1-866-527-1498, Option 1. The group booking name is
"Military Chaplains Association." The group booking code 
is "0501GRAXUM." 

The sleeping room rate is $99.00 [double or single occupan-
cy] plus all applicable taxes. This includes a very nice buffet
breakfast. Self parking for private vehicles is discounted to
$10.00 per night.

The U. S. Government Per Diem rate for this locality: 

Lodging - $106.00 per night [plus state and local taxes]

Meals & Incidentals - $66.00 per day, $49.50 on travel days

Special MCA Room Rate Guarantee
Deadline is Monday, 2 April 2012

Reservation Guarantee and 
Standard Cancellation Policy

To guarantee your reservation, a credit card is required. Your
card may be charged at the time of reservation. Cancel at
least 24 hours CST /CDT prior to check-in. Any reservation 
not cancelled within the 24 hours will be charged for the 
initial night’s stay. Please check with the Front Desk for early
departure policy.

On a space available basis, the hotel will honor our MCA
room rate for three days prior and three days following the
meeting dates. Any days after will be difficult to obtain
because of heavy booking in May.  

Hotel check-in begins at 3 PM on the day of arrival. The hotel
will do everything possible to accommodate you prior to that
time. Check-out is by 12 Noon on your departure day.

Points Of Contact

For registration verifications, contact the MCA National 
Office (703) 533-5890. For event policy and programming
questions, contact Chaplain Gary Pollitt, MCA Executive
Director, at mobile (904) 422-1789. 

Air Travel & 
Ground Transportation

San Antonio is served by the San Antonio International
Airport (SAT). The airport is 8.6 miles or about 13 minutes
from our hotel in downtown San Antonio. The La Quinta does
not operate a shuttle service. Public transportation, rental
cars, shuttles, and taxis are available outside of the baggage
claim areas of both terminals.

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
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★
★
★
★
★
★
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★
★
★
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★



Monday, 16 April. Members of the MCA National Executive
Committee should arrive on Monday, 16 April unless commut-
ing from the greater San Antonio area. NEC sessions 
commence at 8:30 AM Tuesday morning. 

Tuesday, 17 April. All other attendees should arrive by
Tuesday, 17 April. Registration begins on Tuesday at Noon and
continues until 4 PM. There will be a briefing on moral injuries
during war on Tuesday afternoon. Our Hospitality Hour begins
at 5 PM followed by an Awards Banquet at 6PM. 

Wednesday, 18 April. The annual membership business
meeting convenes in a breakfast session at 7:30 AM. 
Chaplain (Colonel) Herman Keizer, USA (Ret.) is our main 
morning presenter on "Moral Injuries During War" with 
a panel discussion to follow. At 11 AM we will install new 
officers and conduct a memorial observance. 

There are two options for lunch, either on your own or a box
lunch with further panel discussion on moral injuries of war. 

Chaplain (Brigadier General) Douglas E. Lee, USA (Ret.) will
present a briefing on the new Chaplains Alliance for Religious
Liberty beginning at 2 PM. 

Wednesday, 18 April (continued). Dinner on Wednesday at
individual discretion with several small groups also planning to
gather for food and fellowship.

Thursday, 19 April. General departure day. Assistance with
Veterans History Project recordings available from 8 AM
through 11:30 AM.

Other Important Information

Throughout our meeting days from Tuesday through
Thursday morning, we hope to assist you with recording
highlights from your ministry as a chaplain. This is part of the
Library of Congress Veterans History Project. There will be a
small room set aside for this purpose.   

Complimentary buffet breakfasts are served from 6:30 to
9:30 AM daily.

The San Antonio Fiesta begins on Thursday, 19 April and 
continues for ten days. 

PLEASE HELP! Please advise MCA with an email to 
chaplains@mca-usa.org promptly after you surface mail your
registration form. This will help us with tracking. Please note
that no one will be available in the MCA National Office to
process registrations after Thursday, 12 April. 

★
★
★
★
★
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Military Chaplains Association

Annual National Meeting
17-19 April 2012

Important Registration & Travel Information

Arrivals and Meeting Times

Thank you for attention to the details above!



Thank you for joining the annual national meeting of the Military Chaplains Association. We look forward to 
gathering in San Antonio, Texas for crucial presentations on caring for moral injuries that occur during war and 
current religious liberty issues. During the annual business meeting, we will elect six new leaders for our National
Executive Committee. 

Please review the meeting information sheet before you complete and mail the registration form.

Registration Information

Name and Title ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (Work) _________________________________ (Emergency) ________________________________________

Preferred Email ____________________________________________________________________________________

Command or Facility ________________________________________________________________________________

Religious Denomination______________________________________________________________________________

Full Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse or Other Guest Name ________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration Status - Please mark only one of the following. This is very important for our admin.

1) I am registering as either an MCA Life Member ______ or an MCA Annual Member _______.

2) I am registering as ______________________________________________________________.

Please Note. Spouses are invited to attend all events without additional charge other than meals. Other personal or
professional guests are welcome to attend our special meal events even if unable to attend other plenary sessions.
For participants who are only able to attend less than half of the total plenary sessions because of official duty
requirements, a pro-rated registration fee is available. Please contact the MCA Executive Director at (904) 422-1789
with that request. 

Nametag Preference

All registrants receive a neck lanyard with a clear plastic pouch for their nametag insert. Names printed are first and
last with no titles, initials, or suffixes. Please indicate your first name preference below:

_____First name as written on the top of this form

_____Nickname or a shortened form of your first name as follows ________________________________________

Please continue on the next page to complete your registration.

★
★
★
★
★
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The Military Chaplains Association National Meeting
17-19 April 2012 at La Quinta Inns & Suites 

San Antonio Convention Center
Registration Form

�
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Important Payment Details

For participants on government orders, all meal expense is reimbursed through Per Diem. If registering in this capaci-
ty, please request reimbursement of the $99.00 registration fee. This amount covers the cost of meeting room rents, 
conference materials, equipment rental, and other meeting expenses. 

The MCA prefers one check for registration that covers all items. However we realize that some participants 
might be required to request a check in advance for the registration fee. In that case the registrant must send a 
separate personal check for special meal events.

Make all checks payable to “Military Chaplains Association”

Registration Fee

MCA members / Other registrants Number _____ at $99.00 each $_____________

SUB-TOTAL Registration Fee(s) $ ___________

Special Meals

Please note. We must guarantee a meal count to the hotel caterer seven business days in advance of the event. Once this
meal number is provided, we are unable to furnish refunds for meals that you requested. The meal prices below include a
mandatory 20% service charge plus sales taxes. For any special dietary need, please indicate on the line below:

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday, 17 April - Annual Awards Banquet

MCA member / Other Registrant Number of meals _____ at $46.00 each $ ____________

Spouse / Other Meal Guest Number of meals _____ at $46.00 each $ ____________

Wednesday, 18 April - Box Lunch Seminar

MCA member / Other Registrant Number of meals _____ at $22.00 each $ ____________

Spouse / Other Meal Guest Number of meals _____ at $22.00 each $ ____________

SUB-TOTAL Meal Reservation(s) $ ___________

GRAND-TOTAL Item A [ Registration Fee(s) ] and Item B [ Meals ] Enclosed $_____________

Postmark your total payment no later than 5 April 2012

Send this form with your remittance to: 

Military Chaplains Association, P.O. Box 7056, Arlington, VA 22207-7056

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature Date sent to MCA

Thank you for your participation!
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Captain Gary R. Pollitt, Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy (Ret.)

Please Note. A stated in Parts 1 and 2,
remarks that follow are personal responsibili-
ty. They are not an official statement by the
MCA National Executive Committee or any
other MCA member body.

In the September and December 2011
issues of The Military Chaplain, I presented
a broad brush summary of the environ-
ment before repeal of the “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy, major events in days
since repeal on 20 September, and reflec-
tion on basic vulnerabilities for chaplains
in a post-DADT military. The entire matter
pushes on huge differences across our
society in the current sense of personal /
public rights and personal / public respon-
sibilities. I concluded Part 2 with a ques-
tion. Are we on the brink of seismic con-
flict between first principles in our Nation? 

Returning to that question, some con-
tend that we have been there for several
decades. If so, how does religious liberty in
the Armed Services rank as a strategically
crucial issue in such conflict? Does the
repeal of DADT pose a particularly severe
First Amendment crisis for chaplains? 

One might argue that First Amendment
strains are nearly inevitable for chaplains
in active federal service. By definition,
chaplains as a functional manpower cate-
gory pose a unique balance of interests
and claims between government authority
and religious bodies; between the State
and the individual citizen.

Surge in First 
Amendment Issues

Consider the recent dramatic upswing
in First Amendment issues across our
Nation. It seems as though more have
popped up in the last ninety days or so
than any time I can remember. Following
are four out of numerous examples.

Pushing on the balance from one
direction. On 28 January 2012 the U.S.
House of Representatives passed the War
Memorial Protection Act, House Resolution

290. Congressman Duncan D. Hunter (El
Cajon, CA) introduced the bill. He is a
member of the House Armed Services
Committee and veteran of the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The War Memorial Protection Act allows
for the inclusion of religious symbols on
war memorials. Representative Hunter
sponsored the law in response to a ruling
by the Ninth Circuit that declared San
Diego’s Mount Soledad Veterans
Memorial unconstitutional. 

Pushing on the balance from another
direction. Sixteen year old Jessica Ahlquist
of Cranston, Rhode Island won removal of
a prayer from the wall of her school audi-
torium. It had been displayed since 1963
when a seventh grader wrote it as a sort
of moral guide and that year’s graduating
class presented it as a gift. 

Our Heavenly Father,

Grant us each day the desire to do
our best, to grow mentally and
morally as well as physically, to be
kind and helpful to our classmates
and teachers, to be honest with our-
selves as well as with others. 

Help us to be good sports and to
smile when we lose as well as when
we win. Teach us the value of true
friendship. Help us always to conduct
ourselves so as to bring credit to
Cranston High School West.  Amen.

Jessica regarded the prayer as an
affront. “It seemed like it was saying, every
time I saw it, ‘You don’t belong here.’”

The Air Force recently removed the Latin
word for “God” from the logo of the Air
Force Rapid Capabilities Office (RCO). The
original RCO patch motto read Opus Dei
Cum Pecunia Alienum Efficemus [Doing
God’s Work with Other People’s Money],
an inside joke among RCO members. It
was changed to Miraculi Cum Pecunia
Alienum Efficemus [Doing Miracles with
Other People’s Money]. Jason Torpy, presi-
dent of the Military Association of Atheists
and Freethinkers led the removal effort. 

Major contention between govern-
ment and religious leaders. By far the
most dramatic recent dispute concerns the
Health and Human Services ruling on
health insurance payment to cover contra-
ceptives, sterilization, and abortion-induc-
ing drugs. The United States Catholic
Conference of Bishops spoke out with
strong protest. The bishops circulated a
letter throughout all parishes in late
January decrying government intrusion
into religious liberty and urging Roman
Catholics to join their effort to influence
action by the U. S. Congress.

The issue was and remains a flashpoint
for controversy about the role of govern-
ment and the freedom of individual con-
science. The virile nature of this conflict
even exploded over a request from the
Army Chief of Chaplains Office concerning
the manner by which the letter would be
handled on Army installations. 

The Plain Meaning of Words
Stop • Go

Picture crossing a street. Likely most
readers can agree on the basic meaning of
two simple words above. However, once
we start stringing words together and
using them in different contexts, the very
same words might begin to carry us down
quite different paths. Consider the differ-
ences of context and meaning for simple
words like “cool” or “neat.” 

What about consensus on the meaning of
some really big words? Since first encoun-
ters as a youth, I honestly thought that the
First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution
said exactly what the authors intended.

Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the government for a
redress of grievances.

continued on page 12

Will Repeal of DADT Make Chaplaincy Extinct? - Part 3
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from page 11

Then, I discovered the volume of legal
discourse that wants to travel down
numerous tracks other than the plain
sense of the above words.

Recalling Some 
First Amendment History

Chaplain Gilbert D. Gibson [retired Navy
and MCA member] approaches the U. S.
Constitution and Bill of Rights with strict
attention to author intent. Below are
excerpts from a recent conversation with Gil.

James Madison's notes on the
Constitutional Convention show that the par-
ticipants debated every clause, almost every
word, in great detail.  When they reached
their conclusions, and committed them to
writing, they wrote exactly what they meant.

They were also deliberate in the manner in
which they wrote. For example, the Framers
held that the people of the United States were
sovereign; it was by their authority that the
new Constitution would be established, not
by a king or elite group. Therefore, in writing
the structure and authority of the new gov-
ernment, they placed the article governing
Congress, the peoples' representatives, first.

During the ratification process, it became
apparent that the reluctance of many States to
ratify the Constitution was due to the lack of a
list of specific rights that belonged to the peo-
ple and which the government could not abro-
gate. Proponents of the new Constitution
promised that the first Congress under the
Constitution would approve a list of amend-
ments that would guarantee certain rights.
Opponents of such a Bill of Rights feared that
listing certain specific rights would cause
future governments to assert that those were
the only rights retained by the people.
Amendment 9 was added to address that con-
cern and Amendment 10 was added to further
reinforce the sovereignty of the people and the
place of the States as an intermediary check on
the central government's power. So what we
know as the Bill of Rights was adopted.

In composing the Bill of Rights, the first
Congress was as deliberative and deliberate as

the Constitutional Convention. Notes show
that dozens of proposed amendments were
introduced, debated, reworded, combined,
and sorted into 10. Congress was also very
deliberate in how they presented these
amendments.

The very first of these amendments, indicat-
ing the fundamental importance of the rights
it contained reads as follows: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” 

The very first clause, in the very first amend-
ment to the Constitution, among amend-
ments intended to protect our fundamental
rights, explicitly protects the freedom of reli-
gion. It does this in two ways.

The first way is to prohibit Congress from
making a law “respecting an establishment of
religion.” This peculiar expression is written
that way because, at the time of ratification,
several States had established churches. Most
notably, in Massachusetts, the Congregational
Church was the official church of the State. In
Virginia, it was the Episcopal Church. The
Framers knew what an established church
was. It meant mandatory public support and
legal restrictions on other faith groups. This
amendment was not written solely to prevent
Congress from establishing an official religion
for the United States. It was intended to say
that Congress may not make any law that
touched on establishment of religion. It may
not establish a religion and it may not dises-
tablish religion where an establishment
already existed. This amendment was not
written to protect the government from reli-
gion; it was written to protect religion from
the government.

The second way the first amendment 
protects freedom of religion is “or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof.” Congress could not
make laws touching on how churches organ-
ized, what they taught, how they chose lead-
ers or employees, or anything else that groups
of people, organized as churches, chose to do

in living out the tenets of their faith. This
clause, like the first clause, was not written to
protect the state from the church. It was writ-
ten to protect the church from the state. 

Notes on the debates about the first
amendment show that the first Congress had
no fear of religion influencing government.
Quite to the contrary, they hoped that religion
would influence the government. John Adams
said that the Constitution was fit only for a
religious people. What they did fear was the
government interfering in the practice of
faith, either by establishing a national church,
disestablishing State churches where they
existed, or in passing laws that would dictate
how believers may practice their faith.

Now, in the second decade of the 21st cen-
tury, a reckoning of time that depends, ironi-
cally, on the birth of a major religious figure,
all that has been turned on its head. In our
time, these amendments have been used to
restrict the free exercise of religion in order to
protect government from religion.
"Establishment" of religion has been con-
strued to mean any mention of religion in any
public context as if the posting of a generic
prayer on the wall of a schoolhouse was the
equivalent of a mandatory tax to support a
particular church.

Gil has much more to contribute on 
the matter of our liberties and welcomes
such conversation. Contact him at
chaps0918@msn.com  

Repeal of the DADT policy stirs concern
for a larger question than whether the
government will seek to punish chaplains
who decline to participate in rites for same
gender unions. Granted that issue is no small
matter.

If someone can succeed in legal 
proceedings or other punitive actions
against me because I believe or say things
of a religious nature that they don’t like -
no matter what the topic and how 
objectively stated - 

just how viable are any of my
First Amendment rights?

Will Repeal of DADT Make Chaplaincy Extinct? - Part 3
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THE NEED 
Recent changes to military policies,

coupled with the lack of clearly estab-
lished boundaries regarding religious
liberty protections, are leading to confu-
sion and forced censorship. In fact,
some chaplains have already personally
experienced the punitive atmosphere
this repeal has generated. 

OUR PURPOSE 
The Chaplain Alliance for Religious

Liberty exists to ensure that chaplains
can defend and provide for the freedom
of religion and conscience that the
Constitution guarantees all chaplains
and those whom they serve. 

OUR VISION 
We believe in a nation where all

chaplains and those whom they serve
freely exercise their God-given and con-
stitutionally protected religious liberties
without fear of reprisal.

OUR OBJECTIVES 
• To secure the religious liberties 

of chaplains and those whom 
they serve. 

• To enable all chaplains to serve 
to the broadest extent of their 
constitutional mission and/or
Endorsement. 

• To nurture and support an environ-
ment that cherishes the role of 
chaplains in American culture.

OUR HISTORY 
The Chaplain Alliance for Religious

Liberty is an organization of chaplain
endorsers that exists to promote reli-
gious liberty for our chaplains and those
they serve. We see religious liberty
threatened in a new way as a result of
the repeal of the so-called “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy. We organized to pro-
vide a clear and unified voice to the
Department of Defense, media, and
elected officials. 

STRENGTHENING 
THE VOICE 

We understand that one voice alone
may not carry the impact needed to
protect the religious liberties of our
chaplains and those they serve. The
Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty
believes that a clear unified voice will
make the difference we need to see lib-
erty protected. 

The Chaplain Alliance provides
decades of experience as seasoned
chaplains and now endorsers of 
chaplains. If you are interested in
becoming a part of the Chaplain
Alliance, please visit our website to find
out how you can become a part of
defending religious liberty. 

info@chaplainalliance.org
571.293.CHAP
fax 910.221.2226

www.ChaplainAlliance.org

Doug Lee, CH (BG) USAR, Retired 
serves as President of the Chaplain
Alliance. He is the Endorsing Agent
for The Presbyterian and Reformed
Joint Commission. Chaplain Lee
served for 30 years on active duty 
and in the Army reserve system.

Ron Crews, CH (COL) USAR, Retired
serving as the Executive Director 
of the Chaplain Alliance. He is the
Endorsing Agent for Grace Churches
International. Chaplain Crews served
for 28 years on active duty and in 
the Army reserve system.  
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2012 Foundation Grant 
Vallen Memorial Fund

C/O Greater Houston 
Community Foundation

2012 Trust Grant 
Rex B. Pollitt Trust

C/O Captain Rex B. Pollitt, 
USMM Ret, Portland, OR

Thank You for Your Support
Year End Donations with Tributes

13 December through 25 February 2012

Chaplain Allen Brown � In Tribute to Our Ministry Together

Chaplain & Mrs. Richard C. Baker 
� In Memory of Chaplain (COL) Robbie Robinson � 

Chaplain H. Lamar Hunt � In Tribute to Chaplain Gary Pollitt

Chaplain & Mrs. James W. Robinson � In Memory of W.W. Robinson

Ms. Pamela Sotiriadis � In Memory of Captain Jonathan Grassbaugh

Year End Donations
13 December through 25 February 2012

Louis V. Bier� Melba R. Banks � Thomas J. Benedum

Frank & Regina Bentley� Richard Y. Bershon� Gregory G. Caiazzo 

Bryan K. Crittendon � Elvernice Davis � George E. Dobes

Robert H. Ebersole � George W. Evans, Jr. � Max E. Gamble, Jr

Fannalou Guggisberg � Patrick J. O'Hagan � Gregory Harrison

David & Janice Hicks � Wayne W. Hoffmann � Merlen F. Howe  

Beryl Hubbard � Francis E. Jeffery � Bruce E. Kahn

Orris E. Kelly � David W. Kent� Franklin W. Krueger

Deborah Mariya � Thomas C. Marsden � Charles W. Marvin

C. Dell McDonald � James H. Melancon � Willis H. Newton, Jr.

Ron & Audrey Phelps � Daniel D. Ressetar � Walter K. Sauer

William G. Sikes, Jr. � Jack M. Stanek� Ira Carroll Starling

Edward A. Sterling � Jerome R. Turner � John F. Weaver

David E. White (Arlington, VA) � William R. Wiemers

Paul L. Vicalvi � James E. Vincent, Sr. � Gary J. Ziccardi

QR Codes for Smartphone Users

MCA Facebook page MCA Web homepage



Benediction – The Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony – February 5, 2012

Dear God, Ruler of the universe, 

Bless this assembly of men and women assembled here at Veterans Memorial
Park to pay honor to the Four Chaplains, whose act of courage has become a
symbol of inter-faith ultimate altruism and courage. They inspired everyone who
has heard of their outstanding deed. We are proud to have had such admirable
chaplains in our military forces. Their wonderful act inspires us, and will continue
to inspire everyone in the future.

You, O God, have given us the great gift of memory. We remember them and
their heroic act. May we continue to see such acts of love of every human being,
of every race or religion, as we saw with the Four Chaplains 69 years ago.

As we conclude this memorial ceremony, we ask you God to bless us with good
health, so that we can continue to come here in years to come and tell the story
of The Four Chaplains and many stories of many more veterans of all faiths.
God bless the United States of America,
And let us say, Amen. 

Rabbi Ze'ev Harari
Temple Beth Shalom, Ocala, FL, razeh45@aol.com

Around our Nation, many communities
now observe the first Sunday in February as
“Four Chaplains Sunday.” Their ceremonies
mark the heroic sacrifices of four Army
chaplains onboard U.S.A.T. Dorchester in
the North Atlantic on 3 February 1943.  

In 2001, our MCA Kingdom of the Sun
Chapter dedicated a Four Chaplains
Memorial Marker at the Ocala-Marion
County Veterans Memorial Park in central
Florida. This marker was sponsored by the
Greater Ocala Ministerial Association.
Chaplain Elden Luffman has been the
Project Officer for this special ceremony
every year since then. 

Retired US Army chaplains, COL Lamar Hunt and 
COL Janet Horton, after the Four Chaplains Memorial
Ceremony in the Ocala-Marion County Veterans
Memorial Park.

Rabbi Ze’ev Harari offers the Benediction.
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Four Chaplains Sunday

Chaplain Gary Pollitt, MCA Executive Director, with veteran Merchant Mariners who attend-
ed the Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony.
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