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Chaplains 
and Friends 
2014 shows real promise for the practice of chaplaincy and the free exercise of religion.  The 
endorsers’ conference (NCMAF) in Alexandria, Virginia, had each Chief of Chaplains express 
solid commitments to the free exercise of religion in our military services and for our chaplains.  
A revised DoD Instruction 1300.17 “Accommodation of Religious Practices” was released on 
22 January. It further codified requirements for those of all religions to apply for accommodation 
to attend religious services, have meals prepared for their religious needs, to wear religious 
accoutrements with their uniforms, etc.  The 2013 Defense Authorization Act, Section 533, gave 
fresh protection of rights of conscience of members of the Armed Forces and chaplains of such 
members. The 2014 Defense Authorization Act is expected to build further on those protections 
in section 532.

These moves are heartening in a world where religious intolerance and persecution seem to be 
steadily rising.  The Pew Forum’s January report “Religious Hostilities Reach Six-Year High” 
details harsh attitudes and acts upon minority religious bodies around the world.  It notes that the 
two most persecuted religions are Christianity and Islam.  In our own nation, forces are at work 
to remove religious speech from the public square and from the military.  Though loud, they have 
met little success. 

Our military chaplaincies are a wonder of religious toleration and support of the beliefs of 
all.  We encourage chaplains to continue to defend the free exercise rights of all personnel and 
families within their commands.  I’m very glad that most military personnel seek out their 
chaplain – even when that chaplain comes from a different faith.  The gathering of NCMAF 
in January was a further expression of the wonder of the American experiment in freedom 
of religion.  We had well over 100 religious bodies represented from Islam to Judaism, from 
Protestant to Catholic to Orthodox.  Many representatives of those faith groups sat and worked 
hard together to guarantee professional chaplains who would care for all.  They met and 
respected each other even though they often disagree sharply on how faith should be understood 
and practiced.  They are the ones who send chaplains to serve in our Military and VA settings.

Again, pray for our chaplains and for our faith-group leaders who work so hard to care for all of 
our military and veterans.  This year as we mark the 50th anniversary of the end of the War in 
Vietnam, consider joining us in San Diego from 12-15 May for a stirring National Institute.  It 
will also mark a farewell for this chaplain from the presidency of the MCA.  It has been a great 
privilege to serve you and our chaplains.  Thank you.  I know your support will continue for 
those elected at San Diego and for our superb team of executives – Robert Certain, our Executive 
Director, and Lyman Smith, our Deputy Executive Director.

For God and our Chaplaincies,
Edward T. Brogan, Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)

Ed Brogan
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
President MCA

Robert G. Certain
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Executive Director MCA

The USA has had men and women deployed in 
harm’s way for much of our history, but most 
recently since the attack on America in September 
2001. With our involvement in Iraq basically over 
and our presence in Afghanistan nearing final 
withdrawal, our political leaders are promising a 
smaller military force, fewer deployments, and 
reduced cost to the American taxpayer. In 2014, 
there will be a significant reduction in force on 
both the uniformed and the civilian side of the 
Department of Defense.

Here are some probabilities our young warriors will 
face. Many of our people (veterans and civilians) 
will be out of work at a time of very restricted job 
markets. Military members who retire below age 
62 will have their pensions reduced because of the 
Bipartisan Budget Act, limiting their options further 
as they seek to transition into the civilian world. 
Some of our forces who had planned to make the 
military a career but will not have enough time in 
service to retire will find the change in their futures 
to be bewildering, perplexing, and aggravating. 
Families may face interpersonal stress, constricted 
budgets, unwanted moves, even homelessness. 
Military members and civilian employees of the 
Department will receive no dividend from the end of 
active hostilities – they will instead have additional 
burdens placed on them. 

So what does that mean for the Military Chaplains 
Association, our local chapters, and our respective 
faith communities? In the coming few years, 
we will have increased opportunity to welcome 
veterans and to assist them in adjusting to civilian 
life, changed circumstances, and social and 
spiritual disorientation. Many will be returning to 
what we experience as “normative parish life” for 

the first time since they first donned the uniform 
of this Nation. When they do, they will bring 
substantial skills, virtues, and insights that every 
church, synagogue or other faith community needs. 
Congregations need to have an active outreach 
to these men and women to invite them into 
fellowship and leadership. We need to get to know 
them, their joys and their sorrows, their hopes and 
disappointments, and to share the love of the Creator 
with them. We can connect them with employers, 
counselors, Veteran Service Officers, and others in 
our communities who can ease their transitions.

I urge all retired and former chaplains to contact the 
local chapter of the American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars or other organizations and get to know 
the service officers affiliated with each chapter. 
They can help you help your veterans navigate the 
processes of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for medical care and disability ratings. Contact the 
nearest VetCenter or VA Regional Hospital and 
get to know the currently serving chaplains and/or 
psychological counselors who stand ready to help 
the veterans understand and resolve the seen and 
unseen wounds of war.

As veterans ourselves, we know the struggle that 
comes with moral injury, with transition from 
uniform to civvies, and with readjustment to civilian 
life. Those of us who are Vietnam veterans know 
about the disorientation and depression that followed 
the reduction in force in 1973. Let us leverage our 
contacts in our local places of worship to do as much 
as possible to ease the burden that young veterans 
will like experience in the coming years.

Welcome them home …  
bring them all the way back.

The Burden of 
a Peace Dividend
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National Institute 2014

South Vietnam, 1966: Operation ATTLEBORO 
started as one thing but ended as something much 
different—in a way, it is a microcosm of America’s 
war in Vietnam. ATTLEBORO began as a small scale 
operation in September of that year, designed to give 
the green battalions of the newly-arrived 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade some experience in the field. By the 
time the operation wrapped up two months later, it 
had escalated into a corps-level offensive involving 
the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division, 25th Infantry 
Division, and numerous other units.

But Far Above 

All This 
American Military Chaplains in Vietnam, 1954-1973

Mark W. Johnson, D.Phil.
Historian, U.S. Army Chaplain Corps

Continue on page 6 >

Registration & Travel Information 
A Registration Form is available via a hotlink on our weekly e-mail NEWSGRAM and on the MCA website: www.mca-usa.org. The Form 
can be printed, completed, and mailed to the National Office with the registration and meal fees. Electronic registration and payment is also 
available on the website.

Completion of the registration form does NOT reserve your hotel room.

Military Chaplains Association  
National Institute

13-15 MAY 2014

Arrivals and Meeting Times
Monday, 12 May   
Members of the MCA National Executive 
Committee (NEC) should arrive by 12 May.  
NEC session will begin at 2:00 PM.
 
Tuesday, 13 May
NEC will meet at 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 PM.
 
All attendees should arrive by 5:00 PM. 
Registration will begin at 2:00 PM.
 
Hospitality Hour begins at 6:00 PM 
followed by a Buffet Supper at 7:00 PM.
Dress: Casual
 
Wednesday, 14 May
7:30 to 8:30 AM: A breakfast (included in  
 your registration fee) will be available. 
9:00 AM: The MCA Annual Business   
 Meeting will convene

12:00 Noon: The Emerson Luncheon will   

   include recognitions of MCA members 
for Emerson membership, longevity,  
and service.  

1:30 PM: National Institute
•  Chaplains in Vietnam by Army 

Chaplain Corps historian Mark W. 
Johnson (LTC, AUS Ret). A highlight 
of his lecture will be stories of the three 
chaplains awarded the Medal of Honor 
in that conflict.

•  Faith, Worship and Prayer in Hanoi 
by CAPT David Carey, USN-Ret, POW 
in Hanoi 

•  The Care of Vietnam Veterans in the 
VA by VA Chaplain Michael L. McCoy 
(LCDR CHC USN-Ret)

6:00 PM: Hospitality Hour
7:00 PM: Awards Banquet (awards,   
 installation of officers) 
Dress for Reception and Banquet: 
Coat & Tie

 Thursday, 15 May  
Breakfast will be on your own.
 8:30 AM: Memorial Observance
 9:00 AM: Tour of the USS Midway  
    (CV-41) [Optional]. During its long 

service from 1945-92, she served 
in multiple deployments, including 
combat duty in Vietnam. On 17 June 
1965, aviators of Midway’s Attack 
Carrier Wing 2, VF-21 downed the first 
two MiGs credited to U.S. forces in 
Southeast Asia.  On 12 January 1973 
an aircraft from Midway made the last 
air-to-air kill of the Vietnam War.

12:00 Noon: Return to hotel.  
 Lunch will be served.

  Participants are encouraged leisure time 
for additional touring.

2:00 PM:NEC Meeting wrap-up  
 if necessary.

Hotel Reservations
Special MCA Room Rate Guarantee Deadline is  
Monday, April 21, 2014 
Wyndham Bayside San Diego Hotel
1355 N Harbor Dr
San Diego, CA 92101
Hotel Phone:  619-232-3861, (888) 215 2756
Webpage: www.wyndham.com/ 

For hotel reservations, please directly call the hotel at 1-866-781-2632. 
The group booking name is “Military Chaplains Association” (give 
dates of conference – May 12 – 16, 2014)
 
Book online at https://aws.passkey.com/event/10840106/owner/55596/
home. Room rate is $129.00 (double or single occupancy) plus 12.6% tax.  
 
Self-parking for local attendees is $10.00 per day and overnight 
guests is $22.00 per night.

Location: Chu Lai, Vietnam.  
EASTER SERVICES. MAJ Whitfield McMillan, 
198th Light Infantry Brigade Chaplain, 
conducts a Protestant worship service for 
combat troops at Landing Zone Paradise. 
Photographer: SP4 Thomas L. Larsen.
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Chaplains in Vietnam Chaplains in Vietnam

ATTLEBORO took place about one hundred miles northwest of 
Saigon in Tay Ninh Province. If any swath of Vietnamese terrain 
could be described as being conducive to combat operations, Tay 
Ninh was it. With gently rolling hills and flat plains, Tay Ninh was 
in the transition zone between the swampy delta of the Mekong 
River to the south and the foothills of the Annamite Mountains to 
the north. The province shared a long border with Cambodia and 
was not far from Saigon, so numerous North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong units were based there. It was ground that saw heavy fighting 
throughout the war.1

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry 
Division began its ATTLEBORO participation on November 7, 
when it moved by helicopter from the Special Forces camp at 
Suoi Da to a landing zone five miles northeast. The first day of 
the battalion’s patrolling did not result in any contact with the 
enemy, but that changed on November 8. For most of that day, 1-28 
Infantry was locked in a vicious fight with elements of the North 
Vietnamese 101st Regiment. The engagement was so hot that for 
a while medical evacuation helicopters were unable to land. When 
one of the first “Dustoff” birds was finally cleared to come in near 
the battalion command post, the commander, Lt. Col. Jack G. 
Whitted, was surprised to see a chaplain exit the aircraft and start 
helping with the wounded.

Colonel Whitted may have been surprised, but Chaplain Michael J. 
Quealy considered such sudden appearances to be just a routine part 
of the job. Originally from New York City and a graduate of Seaton 
Hall and Maryknoll Seminary, Quealy had served as a Catholic 
priest of the Dioceses of Mobile, Alabama, for three years before 
he decided to become an Army chaplain in 1965. An acquaintance 
remembered that Quealy did so because he “wanted to serve the 
soldier who had no time to search for the Sacraments. He knew that 
if there is no priest to celebrate the Mass, to serve Communion, to 
hear Confessions, to Anoint the sick, then the soldier will go into 
battle and perhaps into eternity, spiritually unarmed. And Father 
Quealy did not want that to happen.”2

To prevent anyone from being “spiritually unarmed,” Chaplain 
Quealy was obsessed with being in the right place at the right time. 
Shortly after arriving in Vietnam is June 1966 and being assigned 
to the 1st Infantry Division’s 3d Brigade, Quealy determined that 
he needed to be wherever a medical evacuation helicopter was 
headed. “If he saw me or some other Dustoff cranking up,” recalled 

Chief Warrant Officer Mike Novosill, a medevac pilot with the 1st 
Division, “he would just run over there and jump on board. The 
reason he did that was to console the wounded, give them last rites, 
whether they were Catholic or not, if he thought they were dying. 
The way he figured, ‘Well, it won’t hurt none.’ Could have been 
Jewish, could have been Muslim, he’d give ‘em last rites.”3

On the morning of November 8, Chaplain Quealy was marking 
time with the rest of the 3d Brigade’s rear echelon at the Suoi Da 
Special Forces camp when the Dustoffs started to crank up. The 
familiar initial whine of the turbine engines was Quealy’s call 
to arms; he grabbed his helmet and he ran toward the flight line. 
A brigade staff officer intercepted him. “No Father,” the officer 
pleaded, “you can do plenty of good right here. It’s too dangerous 
out there.” Quealy would not be deterred: “My place is with them!” 
he yelled back over his shoulder.4  

Quealy was airborne within moments, but his aircraft had to circle 
the embattled 1-28 Infantry for nearly an hour before the incoming 
fire slackened sufficiently to allow the Dustoff to attempt an 
approach. “When we finally went in,” the pilot of Quealy’s UH-1 
remembered, “we were being fired at from three sides. I don’t know 
how we ever got out. But Father jumped out and helped load on 
the first wounded.”5 There were plenty of other wounded nearby, 
so Quealy got to work. “He was talking to the wounded who were 
lying on litters around the Command Post. Bullets were coming 
from everywhere, but he kept going from one man to another, doing 
his job,” recalled an officer on the battalion staff.  His work there 
finished, Quealy went in search of more of the spiritually unarmed. 
“He asked me where the most action was,” a sergeant recalled. 
Bravo Company was then under heavy attack, so off Quealy went. 
“Then I saw him run right down there and start pulling the wounded 
out. I know at least five of those guys owe their lives to him.” 
Another nearby soldier witnessed what happened next: “There were 
three machine guns firing at us down in this corner. One of them got 
Father Mike and he fell, right on the edge of the battle area.”6

Dustoff pilots concentrated their efforts on evacuating the wounded, 
leaving to others the job of removing the dead from battlefields. 
When Chief Novosill heard that Chaplain Quealy had been killed, 
the aviator made an exception. The two had played poker often and 
he considered the chaplain to be a close friend, so he didn’t want 
to leave this task to just anyone: “I made a special effort to haul his 
body out. Later I was there when they were getting his personal 
effects together, and one of the chaplains said, ‘By the way, here’s 

> Continued from page 5 

Continued on page 8 >

Above: 1st Marine Division. Field service for men of 2nd 
Platoon “C” Company (Co), the first in a month in the field, 
given by Lieutenant (Lt) H. Roberts, United States Navy 
(USN). Photographer: Unknown.

Above right: US ARMY CHAPLAINS IN VIETNAM.  
Chaplain (CPT) Huey A. Bridgman (Thomaston, Georgia), 
Baptist Chaplain, and his assistant ride in a Military Police 
armored jeep as they travel on Highway 440 on their way to 
Lane Field, located approximately 16 km northwest of Qui 
Nhon. Photographer: SSG Luis Dacurro.  

Right: Easter Services. CPT Robert Gustava, Asst. 
Brigade Chaplain, 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, 
conducts Protestant Easter Services for the troops at Camp 
Eagle. Photographer: SP4 Thomas L. Larsen.

Below Right: Main Chapel for the Religious Retreat Center 
at Cam Ranh Bay. Photographer: Unknown.

Below: Chaplain (MAJ) William P. Deveaux, HHC,  
503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade, conducts services 
for Company “D”, 503rd Infantry, of the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, during a search and secure mission north of the  
Ai Lao River, 50 km northwest of Bong Song. 
Photographer: SP4 Paradis.
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four of his cigars.’  He liked Tampa Nuggets, and there they were.  
And I said, ‘Give ‘em to me. I’ll smoke ‘em for him.’ And that’s what 
I did.”7 Also among Quealy’s effects was his diary, which was found 
in a pocket of the uniform he had worn into action; the last entry was 
a passage Quealy had copied from the Gospel according to Matthew: 
“So will my heavenly Father treat you unless each of you forgives 
his brother with all your heart.” The Army posthumously awarded 
Chaplain Quealy the Silver Star for gallantry in action, but the most 
fitting tribute came from Lt. Col. Whitted: “He was the bravest man I 
have ever seen.”8

Chaplain Michael Quealy was not the first American chaplain to die 
in Vietnam, but he was the first to be killed in action; he would not be 
the last. He is not the most highly decorated, either—three chaplains 
earned the Medal of Honor while serving there. Perhaps the story of 
Quealy’s heroics and those of other well-known chaplains who were 
awarded for bravery in that war has somewhat skewed the perception 
of the typical chaplain’s experiences while serving in Southeast Asia. 
Nearly 3,000 chaplains from all services were in Vietnam at one time 
or another, and their experiences are as varied as they are.

The same could be said for all American personnel who served in 
Vietnam. In America’s popular imagination today, a Soldier or Marine 
in Vietnam spent most of his tour of duty wandering around a jungle 
somewhat aimlessly in pursuit of an elusive enemy, experienced 
frequent and terrifying events when he eventually found that enemy, 
and then upon returning home was afflicted with some form of 
post-traumatic stress. The reality of the “typical” Vietnam experience 
is much more complicated, and must begin with the fact that the 
vast majority of Americans in Vietnam never fired a shot or was 
even in close contact with a North Vietnamese soldier or Viet Cong 
guerilla. Less than a third of Soldiers and Marines served in maneuver 
battalions, the combat units of infantrymen, cavalrymen, and tankers 
whose job it was to close with and destroy the enemy. Most Americans 
ashore served in logistical or administrative roles at one of perhaps a 
dozen or so sprawling bases, the largest of which were at Cam Ranh 
Bay, Da Nang, and the complex at Bien Hoa Airbase near Saigon. 
These facilities, some of which housed more than 10,000 personnel at 
times, were far from the scenes of heavy fighting. And the danger of 
enemy action was even more remote for sailors manning the ships of 
the 7th Fleet in the South China Sea and for those airmen supporting 
bombing operations from bases in Thailand.9

I do not mean to imply that most Americans in Vietnam had an 

enjoyable time there. Far from it: duty in support and service units 
entailed exhausting work in a harsh environment with little down 
time; the comfortable amenities available at the large bases eased 
the drudgery of service only to a certain degree. And although the 
tunnel-infested Viet Cong base camps astride the Cambodian border 
may have been far away, the realities of war could make unwelcome 
intrusions into even the most heavily guarded facilities. Mortar and 
rocket attacks, bombs, mines, and rare ground assaults on logistical 
bases meant the dangers of war were never completely remote. 
Journalist Michael Herr, who spent eighteen months in Vietnam 
during 1966 and 1967, summed up this situation superbly:

You could be in the most protected space in Vietnam 
and still know that your safety was provisional; that early 
death, blindness, loss of legs, arms, major and lasting 
disfigurement—the whole rotten deal—could come in on the 
freaky-fluky as easily in the so-called expected ways, you 
heard so many of those stories it was a wonder anyone was 
left alive to die in firefights. After a few weeks . . .  
I noticed that everyone around me was carrying a gun, I also 
saw that any one of them could go off at any time, putting 
you where it wouldn’t matter whether it had been an accident 
or not. The roads were mined, the trails booby-trapped, 
satchel charges and grenades blew up jeeps and movie 
theaters, the VC got work inside all the camps as shoe-shine 
boys and laundresses and honey-dippers; they’d starch your 
fatigues. . .and then go home and mortar your area. Saigon 
and Cholon and Danang held such hostile vibes that you felt 
you were dry-sniped every time someone looked at you.10

For that small percentage of Americans in Vietnam who shouldered 
the burden of ground combat, the reality of possible dismemberment 
and death was not at all “provisional” or something that only 
occasionally made them uneasy—it stalked their every step. 
Chaplains who served in Vietnam experienced these same realities: 
a minority of them (such as Chaplain Quealy) ministering at the 
frightening tip of the spear, with many more chaplains further away 
to varying degrees.11 This article cannot cover the depth and breadth 
of all chaplain experiences in that war, but I will delve into some of 
the more significant aspects of service in Vietnam.

First up is a little exercise on who was there first. American military 
personnel were in Vietnam during the waning months of World 
War II, and starting in August 1950 there was an American military The USO is always by the side of America’s troops helping them manage 

the challenges of military life. Donate today at USO.org/mca

ALWAYS BY THEIR SIDE

2013_MCA_InRemembrance_8.5x11_es_v1.indd   1 7/18/13   4:22 PM

> Continued from page 6 

Continued on page 10 >

Chaplains in Vietnam
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presence in Southeast Asia that continued unabated for nearly a 
quarter century. The first U.S. support troops arrived in December 
1961. Americans in Vietnam numbered more than 3,000 by February 
1962, the month that Military Assistance Command– Vietnam 
(MACV) was established. So, who was the first chaplain to serve in 
Vietnam? The Army’s answer is CH (LTC) John A. Lindvall, who 
arrived in Saigon on February 26, 1962, and was the first MACV 
command chaplain. Chaplains from other services soon joined 
him. An Air Force chaplain arrived in March 1962 when the 2d Air 
Division was stood up in Saigon. On April 12, 1962, Navy Chaplain 
Earnest J. Lemieux arrived at Soc Trang Airbase with the first 
Marine helicopter unit to serve in Vietnam. In May 1963, chaplains 
in Vietnam numbered 12 Army, 5 Air Force, and 2 Navy chaplains 
serving with Marines—but the Army got there first.12

Then again, perhaps not. One cannot bestow first in theater honors 
without considering the U.S. Navy’s participation in Operation 
PASSAGE TO FREEDOM. The 1954 Geneva Accords that ended 
the French colonial war in Indochina divided Vietnam at the 17th 
parallel, and further stipulated that for a period of 300 days any 
resident of Vietnam desiring to live on the other side of the line 
could relocate. An estimated 600,000 people emigrated from north 
to south, and the U.S. Navy assisted its French counterpart in this 
massive effort. The Navy’s Transport Division 14, based out of 
Okinawa, provided the first American ships to arrive on the scene. 
That outfit’s staff chaplain, Francis J. Fitzpatrick, became the first 
American military chaplain in Vietnam when he arrived at Da Nang, 
in what eventually became South Vietnam, on board the attack cargo 
vessel USS Montague (AKA-98) on August 16, 1954. A few days 
later, Fitzpatrick was in Haiphong, the principle port in the northern 
part of Vietnam, and the operation got underway.  Over the course of 
the next nine months, American ships and aircraft evacuated some 
300,000 Vietnamese civilians and military personnel out of the new 
state of North Vietnam. Eighteen Navy chaplains took part in the 
operation, the first chaplains in Vietnam.13

Actually, having said all that, we still haven’t come to the real first 
chaplain. The battle that sealed the fate of France in Indochina 
and led to the 1954 Geneva Accords, the struggle for the French 
combat base at Dien Bien Phu, raged from March to May of that 
year. Airpower was the base’s only means of resupply since Viet 
Minh ground forces owned the countryside around Dien Bien Phu, 
which was nestled in rugged terrain between Hanoi and the Laotian 
border. The United States began to covertly lend a hand with the 

air effort when the French garrison’s position became increasingly 
perilous during the spring of 1954. American bombers and transport 
aircraft flew numerous sorties over Dien Bien Phu prior to the 
base’s capitulation on May 7, 1954; to help keep American and 
French planes flying, the USAF’s Far East Air Force Logistics 
Force in Japan dispatched a 400-man provisional field maintenance 
squadron to Vietnam. With them went Chaplain Frederick D. 
Sundloff, who arrived at a French airbase near Haiphong in February 
1954—the first chaplain in Vietnam.14 So, the final tally is that the 
first American military chaplain in North Vietnam was Air Force, 
followed by Navy; in South Vietnam it was Navy, then Army, then 
Air Force, and showing up last were the Navy chaplains who served 
with Marines.

When it comes to America in Vietnam, even simple questions often 
have complicated answers.

What a chaplain experienced in Vietnam depends upon when he 
was there. Chaplain Lindvall, the first MACV chaplain, had to start 
the war’s religious support program literally from scratch in terms 
of equipment—there was none when he arrived. He highlighted the 
Spartan conditions of the early months in Vietnam in an equipment 
requisition he sent to his support headquarters in Okinawa: “We are 
here without much of anything and it looks like it will take some 
time to obtain these things. I was wondering if you would be able 
to help supply us on an emergency basis.  Hymnals, communion 
elements, and chaplain field kits would soon arrive in country, as 
would additional chaplains. Lindvall organized the MACV chaplain 
section, established guidelines, and set up lay organizations and 
religious retreats.15  

Looking back, the early days in Vietnam stand out in their 
innocence. Chaplain Joel Andrews recalled that he “knew very little” 
about Vietnam prior to arriving in Saigon in 1962. “As a matter of 
fact, Viet Nam was a sort of magical name to me . . . you know, Pearl 
of the Orient type of thing. I thought of lush jungles and people who 
were very tranquil and peaceful and so forth. . . . We didn’t even 
know geographically where it was located. . . . And I didn’t know 
who the president was. We had a vacuum of knowledge concerning 
Viet Nam at that time.”16 Shortly after Army Chaplain Robert 
S. McCarty was tapped to replace Chaplain Lindvall as MACV 
command chaplain, in October 1962 McCarty wrote to Lindvall and 
asked about the availability of dependent housing and elementary 
schools—McCarty was exploring the possibility of having his family 
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Above: THE “PEOPLE SNIFFER”, An Khe.  Chaplain 
(CPT) James R. McClements, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), holds Sunday morning 
services at Landing Zone “Two Bits”, approximately 35 km 
northeast of An Khe. Photographer: SP4 James B. Egan.

Above right: Main Chapel for the Religious Retreat 
Center at Cam Ranh Bay, Cam Ranh. Photographer: 
Unknown.
 
Right: Chapel of Peace, SP4 Alan D. Lowe hands out 
bulletins to soldiers entering the “Chapel of Peace”, located 
in the 1st Logistics Support Command compound at Qui 
Nhon, to attend Protestant services. Photographer: SSG 
Luis Dacurro.

Below Right: Communion, Location: Plei Djerang, 
Vietnam.    Chaplain (CPT) Charles Bass, 101st Airborne 
Division, Chaplain of the 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry, 
gives the men communion. Photographer: SP5 Christopher 
Childs. 

Below: EASTER SUNRISE SERVICES, Long Binh, 
Vietnam. Easter Sunrise Service is conducted at the Long 
Binh Post Amphitheater for the Long Binh Post, Dian, 
USARV, and the 199th Infantry Regt. Photographer: SP4 
Jacob E. Hawes.
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accompanying him during his Vietnam assignment—and whether 
or not he should bring his dress blue uniform.17 Such innocent times 
did not last long.

Whenever chaplains serve in combat zones, it doesn’t take long 
before chapels start to dot the landscape. Some of the first chapels 
put into use were French-built facilities that were ready and waiting 
for American occupation, such as an old Foreign Legion barracks 
in Da Nang that in March 1963 was repurposed into the 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing’s chapel, the first permanent Marine Corps chapel in 
Vietnam.18

Other chapels were built from the ground up. The U.S. Army–
Vietnam construction program assigned chapels the rather 
low number of 38 on its list of 46 priorities, so chaplains 
often constructed their own facilities with voluntary labor and 
contributions. The features of chapels in more secure areas rivaled 
houses of worship at stateside posts and bases: they contained 
electric organs, air conditioning, stained glass windows, and roofs 
that didn’t leak—even in the monsoon season. In more austere 
locations, chapels often consisted of nothing more than canvas, 
sandbags, and rough wooden benches; a Marine Corps chapel at 
Yankee Station near the demilitarized zone (DMZ), well within 
range of North Vietnamese heavy artillery, was underground.19 At 
a small base near Ban Me Thuot, Chaplain Robert Hess recalled 
that his chapel was constructed from “‘scrounged’ material and a 
Bronze cross made from ‘duster’ shells, pews of ammo boxes and 
‘home made’ chandeliers of tinted Plexiglas, and even a ‘bell’ in the 
steeple (with nobody supposed to ask where it came from).”20 The 
Air Force was particularly proud of the fact that the first permanent 
structure erected at Cam Ranh Airbase was the base chapel:

It was literally designed in the sand by Chaplains 
Dean C. Hofstad and Rex J. Morgan. It was built from 
foundation to steeple by these two chaplains and their 
two specialists, TSgt John Boatwright and A1C David 
R. Plante, together with whatever volunteer help was 
available. When it was dedicated on Christmas Eve 1965 
by Chaplain Vernon F. Kullowatz, the 2d Air Division Staff 
Chaplain, it was the largest chapel at an American base in 
Vietnam. It became famous for the painting above the altar, 
known as “Christ at Cam Ranh Bay.”21

The number of military chapels in use throughout Vietnam 
reached its peak in November 1970. In that month there were 

203 permanent or semi-permanent Army chapels, along with 
approximately 75 Navy-Marine Corps facilities and a smaller 
number of Air Force chapels. As the drawdown of American 
forces in Vietnam began, chapels were dismantled, abandoned, 
or transferred to the chaplain directorates of South Vietnam’s 
armed forces. In November 1971 there were 150 active Army 
chapels. Shortly before the final withdrawal of American forces 
in early 1973, only 16 houses of worship remained. Instead of 
being abandoned outright when American forces relocated, the 
small chapel near the village of Go Gong was taken apart and then 
moved, re-assembled, and donated to the local villagers.22

Chaplains donated much more to South Vietnamese civilians than 
just the chapel at Go Gong. Most chaplains considered charitable 
work among the local population to be a vital part of their ministry, 
although they often felt like a lone voice in the wilderness in 
carrying out such activities. A key element of America’s strategy 
in Vietnam was the “pacification” of the countryside, winning 
over the hearts and minds of the populace in support of the South 
Vietnamese government. Unfortunately, most American military 
leaders (particularly Army, less so Marine Corps) focused their 
pacification effort on killing communist insurgents; aid to the 
civilian population was often a distant second in priority, if a 
priority at all. John Collins, who experienced Vietnam firsthand 
as an Army colonel and later served as an analyst for the 
Congressional Research Service, got to the root of this problem in 
an article he wrote just a few years after the fall of Saigon:

Eradicating rebel causes should have been our key goal 
in Vietnam. Instead, we wrestled with symptoms. 

From the very beginning, US objectives were mainly 
military, with economic overtones. Consequently, 
supporting operations were tactically offensive, but 
strategically defensive and negative in nature, because the 
true aim was social change, not military victory.

Since the real name of the game was controlling people, 
not killing them, subversive insurgents in South Vietnam 
centered their efforts on policy machines and the grass-
roots populace. Regular armed forces and paramilitary 
people were the least effective Free World instruments for 
stemming such activities. Popular forces, police, and civil 
officials were better suited; but our State Department, 
lacking inclination and cadres, was in no shape to take 
charge.

US leaders therefore passed primary responsibility for 
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Above: SOLDIERS CHRISTMAS. The congregation stands 
together for the final prayer of the service. All are members 
of Company D, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 3rd Brigade,  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile).  
Photographer: SP4 Bryan K. Grigsby.

Above right: Christian Chaplain leads worship at altar made 
from ammunition crates.  

Right: I Corps, 3rd Marine Division. Marines leave a new 
chapel after services in the I Corps area. Photographer: 
Sergeant (Sgt) Gelb.

Below: ASSAULT ON HILL 875. Chaplain (LTC) Roy 
Peters administers the Holy Communion to members of the 
173rd Airborne Brigade prior to the final assault on Hill 875, 
located 15 miles southwest of Dak To. Photographer: SSG 
Alfred Batungbacal.

Below Right: “THE FLYING CHAPLAIN.”  Every Sunday 
Chaplain (COL) Holland Hope, Staff Chaplain for the 2nd 
Field Force (IIFFV), and two assistant chaplains fly by 
helicopter with portable alters and prerecorded hymns to 
isolated areas to hold church services for the men of the 
III and IV Corps.  Chaplain Hope walks toward an UH-1B 
helicopter at the Long Bien helipad. Photographer: SSG 
Robert R. Ellis.
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a political war to the Central Intelligence Agency’s hard 
chargers and our action-starved Army, which confused 
tactics with strategy. Every service college conducted 
required courses in counterinsurgency throughout 
the 1960s, all rooted in the least relevant aspects of 
revolutionary war. School solutions stressed the proper 
employment of air power, armor, and artillery against 
insurgents in swamps, while civic programs got short 
shrift—small wonder, therefore, that deterrent measures 
failed to forestall the spread of Vietcong influence.23

Civilian aid programs feature prominently in current 
American counter-insurgency doctrine, more often than not 
forming the cornerstones of tactical military operations. 
Such was not the case in the 1960s, however, so the 
numerous humanitarian efforts of chaplains in Vietnam 
stand out against this backdrop of command indifference. 
Chaplains took the lead in coordinating the efforts of their 
troops with church and civic organizations back in the 
United States to provide clothing, food, and money for 
villages, schools, and orphanages. Units that did not have 
an energetic chaplain to spearhead humanitarian work 
usually engaged in little of it.  Such was the case of the 
Army’s 41st Signal Battalion immediately prior to Chaplain 
Paul Mitchell’s assignment there in 1966:

At Qui Nhon I found the chaplain’s office filled with 
boxes. My predecessor had already rotated to the States. 
During his year in Vietnam the men of the unit had become 
involved with a local orphanage and a leprosarium. The GIs 
had provided cash, labor and love. In addition, they made 
contact with individuals and groups in the United States 
who sent boxes of supplies, but delivery to the intended 
recipients had stopped with the chaplain’s departure.24

Chaplain John F. Walker, serving with the 3d Battalion, 9th 
Marines, just employed his own ingenuity to put to good use 
some of the largess that American military operations always 
seem to generate:

I established a food run to the orphanage in Da Nang 
and to the orphanage at Marble Mountain which was run 
by the Sisters of St. Paul de Chartres. After the evening meal 
each night my clerk and I along with an armed driver and 
an S-2 scout, would go into each company area, pick up 
unused food, deliver it to one of the orphanages, and return 
before dark.25

However vital aid to civilians might have been (at least from a 
chaplain’s point of view), ministry to troops remained a chaplain’s 
overriding concern. Getting to the troops was often a challenge, 
particularly during the early years when demand for chaplains was 
always greater than the supply. With American units spread out 
everywhere along the 600 miles between DMZ and Mekong Delta, 
the handful of chaplains in Vietnam from 1962 to 1964 had to travel 
long distances. They could only afford to spend a few hours or at 
most a day at each outpost, holding worship services, counseling, 
giving lectures, and interacting with all personnel regardless of 
service component. With the large-scale deployment of American 
ground combat forces to Vietnam in 1965, the problem was not so 
much a lack of chaplains (although denominational shortage was 
always an issue) as it was the effective management of a rapidly 
expanding force. “We are growing so fast that our roster is outdated 
from one week to the next,” wrote the staff chaplain for U.S. Army–
Vietnam in October 1965.26 The strength of the Army Chaplain 
Corps in Vietnam stood at 110 at the end of that year, with numerous 
chaplains from the other services providing support to Airmen, 
Marines, and Sailors. Those numbers would double in less than a 
year, and would double again by late 1968.

With combat intensifying in 1965 and 1966, the fluid nature of the 
battlefield and rapid movement of maneuver units posed additional 
challenges. Both the Army and Marine Corps at times “pooled” 
chaplains at brigade/regiment level to cover geographic areas 
instead of assigning them permanently to battalions, the theory 
being that chaplains would provide ministry to whatever units 
happened to be operating in their brigade’s area of responsibility. 
The concept worked well, although many “muddy boot” chaplains 
also developed more-or-less permanent relationships with specific 
battalions. “The single-unit, single-chaplain idea did not die,” 
noted a Marine Corps official history, “and a preponderance of 
chaplain after-tour reports speak longingly, nostalgically, and 
proudly of ‘my men.’ The traditional, formalized command 
relationships were married to the area coverage and mission-
oriented need in a most stable way.”27

Two equipment innovations gave chaplains in Vietnam the 
maneuverability to match the troops they served. Following the lead 
of the Marine Corps, Army chaplains in 1966 began to receive a 
new, lightweight version of the chaplain’s combat field kit. Gone was 
the bulky, suitcase-sized kit that chaplains in World War II and Korea 
had lugged to the field; in its stead was a more field-friendly version 
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Above: Easter Services are conferred for members of Co 
“A”, 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry, 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division, located 5 kms west of Hue, near the village of 
Thon Lieu Coc Throng in Quang Tri Province. Chaplain 
Robert Gushua preaches his Easter sermon to the troops. 
Photographer: SP5 Thomas L. Larsen.

Above right: Da Nang, Vietnam. MAJ Howard M. Johnson, a 
Catholic Chaplain with the 3rd Brigade of the 101st Airborne 
Division, conducts his weekly service on Fire Support Base 
Kathryn, in I Corp. Photographer: SP5 John Radcliffe.

Right: CHAPLAINS IN VIETNAM. CPT Angelo Liteky, Catholic 
Chaplain, 199th Light Infantry Brigade, speaks to his small 
congregation. Photographer: SP4 Talmadge B. Harbison.

Below Right: Easter services are held for the men of the 
2nd Bn., 7th Marine Regiment, atop Hill 502 by Lieutenant 
Bradford Lovejoy, a Navy chaplain with the battalion during 
Operation Oklahoma Hills, 12 miles southwest of the city of 
DaNang.

Below: On 10-11 October 1966, elements of the 1st Cavalry 
Division (airmobile) take part in Operation “Irving”, a 
search and destroy operation against the Viet Cong in the 
Phu My Province, approx. 40 Kilometers Northeast of An 
Khe.  Chaplain (MAJ) Dowd, Theodore J. HQS, 1st Brigade, 
conducts mass for members of Co “B”, 1st Battalion, 8th 
Cavalry, during a lull in operations against the enemy. 
Photographer: SSG Howard C. Breedlove.
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that replaced heavy materials and rigid packaging with anodized 
aluminum and weatherproof nylon canvas. Vietnam was also the 
end of the road for the ubiquitous “portable” field organ that since 
the 1940s had provided music at services in combat zones around 
the world. The cassette player that replaced the organ had two huge 
advantages: one person could easily carry it, and anyone could 
operate it.28 

Chaplains serving in the field certainly appreciated the lightweight 
gear, for the tropical climate and terrain could quickly sap the 
strength of even the most stouthearted of men. Assigned to a 
battalion in the Army’s crack 173d Airborne Brigade, Chaplain Jim 
Hutchens vividly remembered the triple-canopy jungle of War Zone 
D northeast of Saigon:

The jungle canopy overhead gave some relief from 
the burning sun, but still we marched through steaming 
humidity in clothes that were drenched with sweat 
almost as soon as we began. Burning thirst gave our 
mouths a coating like chalky glue. . . .The cool mud of 
swamps and marshes was a welcome sensation to our 
tired, burning feet.

An added peril were the legions of leeches which 
found their way to any open flesh, and every low hanging 
branch had its own army of biting, stinging red ants which 
invariably found their way down the backs of our necks 
if we even brushed against a tree. We could do little more 
than ignore these pests and press on to meet our real foe 
we had come to engage in battle.29

Although chaplains then as now practiced a ministry of presence 
wherever they could, in the fast-moving and dispersed nature of 
operations in Vietnam it was almost impossible for chaplains to 
be near more than a small minority of their troops on any given 
day. Chaplain Steven Gantt recalled that many of his soldiers 
told him they felt safer when the chaplain was around. “I didn’t 
necessarily feel like that,” Gantt remembered. “But I did have a 
chance to tell them that God cares for you—even in this hellish 
place. That was repeated time and time again.”30 Fellow Army 
chaplain Charles Clanton found out just how much impact his 
ministry had when he encountered a badly wounded Soldier at a 
medical aid station:

At first chaplain Charlie Clanton found it difficult to 
look at the severely burned young soldier lying on an Army 
gurney. His almost black face had been charred beyond 

recognition by a Viet Cong grenade launcher attack.
As Clanton . . . walked to the gurney and bumped it, the 

young solder opened his eyes and looked back at him.
“Sir, you were right the other night,” the soldier told 

Clanton.
“Right about what?” asked Clanton, not sure which 

worship service the young man had attended. Later he 
realized it had been a service two weeks earlier when he 
had taught on Psalm 23 in a quickly assembled mess hall 
worship service.

“The other night when you told us about ‘the valley of 
the shadow of death,’ I was there tonight, sir,” the young 
man said. “And God kept me going.”

Later that night the young soldier died on a helicopter 
on his way to the hospital.31

American casualties started to mount as U.S. forces assumed the 
burden of the war effort, which meant memorial services were 
added to a chaplain’s litany of duties. Chaplains themselves were 
of course not immune to the hazards of the battlefield. Hutchens 
was wounded when a sniper bullet grazed his ribcage and lodged 
in his right leg on November 8, 1965; he was the first chaplain 
to be wounded in Vietnam, something that gave him minor 
celebrity status while he recovered in the hospital at the 173d 
Airborne’s base camp. Fifteen chaplains died in Vietnam (thirteen 
Army, two Navy). Enemy fire caused most of the deaths, but four 
aircraft accidents, a friendly artillery fire incident, and a heart 
attack claimed other victims. Nine Army chaplain assistants also 
perished.32

Two chaplains—Charles J. Watters (Army) and Vincent R. 
Capodanno (Navy)—earned the Medal of Honor while making 
the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. A third, Army Chaplain Angelo 
J. Liteky, also earned the medal but survived his ordeal and 
personally received the award from President Lyndon Johnson 
at a White House ceremony in 1968. All three Medal of Honor 
chaplains earned their awards during a span of three months in 
late 1967 for similar exploits, rescuing wounded soldiers while 
under heavy enemy fire. Watters’s sacrifice is remembered by 
having the U.S. Army Chaplain Center & School at Ft. Jackson, 
South Carolina, named Watters Hall in his honor. Capodanno was 
honored through the commissioning of the Knox-class frigate 
USS Capodanno (FF-1093) in 1973, as well as a number of other 
memorials. Liteky is today more infamous rather than famous, 
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for in the aftermath of his Vietnam experiences he left the Army, 
left the priesthood, and became a member of various protest 
movements against American foreign policy. Liteky renounced 
his Medal of Honor in 1986 by leaving it in an envelope he placed 
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington.33

As the war dragged on, the growing anti-war movement in 
the United States and the social ills that tore at the fabric of 
American society for much of the 1960s and 1970s began to effect 
American forces in Vietnam. Servicemen in increasing numbers 
applied for separation as conscientious objectors. Chaplains held 
counseling interviews with these individuals, and had to rule on 
both their sincerity and their basis in religious conviction. Another 
responsibility added to the chaplain’s list of duties was counseling 
drug abusers. With the widespread availability of narcotics in 
Southeast Asia, chaplains received special training on dealing with 
this issue (one workshop was entitled “Ministering to the Drug 
User”). Chaplains also established antidrug educational programs 
in their units and worked in drug treatment centers. The Army 
emphasized improving race relations among Soldiers, and assigned 
Chaplain Benjamin E. Smith to develop a human relations program 
for use throughout Vietnam. The program educated Soldiers in 
recognizing and changing discriminatory practices.34

The number of chaplains in Vietnam declined as American forces 
started to withdraw from the conflict in 1969. By January 1973 only 
thirty-two chaplains from all services remained. With the signing of 
the Paris Peace Accords, it all came to an end. On March 28, 1973, 
CH (COL) Emil F. Kapusta, and Sergeant First Class Douglas 
R. Carpenter departed Vietnam, the last American chaplain and 
chaplain assistant to serve there.

Like all service men and women who go to war and return home, 
chaplains who served in Vietnam came back to find that their lives 
would never be the same. Some bore the scars of wounds, while 
many others though physically untouched would nonetheless suffer 
emotionally from the stress and trauma they had experienced. 
Unlike a serviceman who may be less religiously-inclined, 
however, many a veteran chaplain found that through the test of 
combat his faith had also undergone a transformation. Such was 
certainly the case for Jim Hutchens:

I was forty pounds lighter. My hair was sprinkled 
generously with gray. I had long scars to remind me always 
where I had been.

But these were superficial changes. The big difference 
was inside. For nearly a year I had lived and worked 
beside many fine men, some magnificent men. Together 
we had seen good men suffer and die. Together we came 
out to find life very precious and more purposeful and 
meaningful than we had ever known before. Because of 
the living and dying, I would never be quite the same 
again.

But far above all this there was another difference. 
Now I knew by what I had witnessed that the living 
God still reveals Himself to men who truly seek Him. 
Before, I had been taught it and had read it. Now I had 
experienced it.35

Right: Chaplain (MAJ) Ernest D. Lapp (Brooklyn, New York) reads from an 
enlarged pulpit copy of the Jewish Prayer Book as he leads religious services on 
the beach at Cam Ranh Bay. Photographer: PFC Thomas L. Larsen.
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35. Hutchens, Beyond Combat, p. 127.
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Barragy, William J.
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Feaster, William N.                
CH (CPT)
Congregational
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Panel 11E – Line 109

Quealy, Michael J. 
CH (CPT)
Roman Catholic
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Johnson, James J.L.                
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Baptist
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Panel 16E – Line 53
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CH (MAJ)
Methodist
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Panel 21E – Line 97
 
Watters, Charles J.                
CH (MAJ)
Roman Catholic
19 November 1967
Panel 30E – Line 36

McGonigal, Aloysius P.
CH (MAJ)
Roman Catholic
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Panel 39E – Line 75

Singer, Morton
CH (CPT)
Jewish
17 December 1968
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Bartley, Don L.
CH (LTC)
Presbyterian
8 June 1969
Panel 23W – Line 109

Heinz, Roger W.
CH (MAJ)
Lutheran, Missouri Synod
9 December 1969
Panel 15W – Line 42

Nichols, Phillip A.
CH (CPT)
Assemblies of God
13 October 1970
Panel 07W - Line 133

Brown, Merle D.
CH (CPT)
Lutheran, Missouri Synod
11 April 1971
Panel 04W – Line 118
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Garrity, William J.
LCDR, CHC
Roman Catholic
26 October 1966
Panel 11E – Line 110

Capodanno, Vincent Robert          
LT, CHC
Roman Catholic
4 September 1967
Panel 25E – Line 95

Brett, Robert R.
LT, CHC
Roman Catholic
22 February 1968
Panel 07E – Line 22

CHAPLAINS 
KIA IN VIETNAM

2nd Marine Division. A Chaplain conducts  religious services aboard ship 
for military personnel participating in Operation Steel Pike I. Photographer: 
Unknown.
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Chaplain Liteky distinguished himself by exceptional heroism while serving with Company A, 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry, 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade. He was participating in a search and destroy operation when Company A came under intense fire from a battalion 
size enemy force. Momentarily stunned from the immediate encounter that ensued, the men hugged the ground for cover. Observing 2 
wounded men, Chaplain Liteky moved to within 15 meters of an enemy machine gun position to reach them, placing himself between 
the enemy and the wounded men. When there was a brief respite in the fighting, he managed to drag them to the relative safety of the 
landing zone. Inspired by his courageous actions, the company rallied and began placing a heavy volume of fire upon the enemy’s posi-
tions. In a magnificent display of courage and leadership, Chaplain Liteky began moving upright through the enemy fire, administering 
last rites to the dying and evacuating the wounded. Noticing another trapped and seriously wounded man, Chaplain Liteky crawled to 
his aid. Realizing that the wounded man was too heavy to carry, he rolled on his back, placed the man on his chest and through sheer 
determination and fortitude crawled back to the landing zone using his elbows and heels to push himself along. Pausing for breath mo-
mentarily, he returned to the action and came upon a man entangled in the dense, thorny underbrush. Once more intense enemy fire was 
directed at him, but Chaplain Liteky stood his ground and calmly broke the vines and carried the man to the landing zone for evacuation. 
On several occasions when the landing zone was under small arms and rocket fire, Chaplain Liteky stood up in the face of hostile fire 
and personally directed the medivac helicopters into and out of the area. With the wounded safely evacuated, Chaplain Liteky returned to 
the perimeter, constantly encouraging and inspiring the men. Upon the unit’s relief on the morning of 7 December 1967, it was discov-
ered that despite painful wounds in the neck and foot, Chaplain Liteky had personally carried over 20 men to the landing zone for evacu-
ation during the savage fighting. Through his indomitable inspiration and heroic actions, Chaplain Liteky saved the lives of a number 
of his comrades and enabled the company to repulse the enemy. Chaplain Liteky’s actions reflect great credit upon himself and were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.

Charles J. Watters
CH (MAJ) USA
Battle of Dak To, Republic of Vietnam
November 19, 1967
A Catholic priest, he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for bravery exhibited while rescuing wounded 
men in the Vietnam War, specifically the Battle of Dak To. He was killed in the battle in a friendly fire incident when a 
500-pound bomb was dropped on American paratroopers near the triage area where he was working.

MAJOR CHARLES JOSEPH WATTERS
United States Army

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Chaplain Watters distin-
guished himself during an assault in the vicinity of Dak To. Chaplain Watters was moving with one of the companies when it engaged a 
heavily armed enemy battalion. As the battle raged and the casualties mounted, Chaplain Watters, with complete disregard for his safety, 
rushed forward to the line of contact. Unarmed and completely exposed, he moved among, as well as in front of the advancing troops, 
giving aid to the wounded, assisting in their evacuation, giving words of encouragement, and administering the last rites to the dying. 
When a wounded paratrooper was standing in shock in front of the assaulting forces, Chaplain Watters ran forward, picked the man up 
on his shoulders and carried him to safety. As the troopers battled to the first enemy entrenchment, Chaplain Watters ran through the 
intense enemy fire to the front of the entrenchment to aid a fallen comrade. A short time later, the paratroopers pulled back in preparation 
for a second assault. Chaplain Watters exposed himself to both friendly and enemy fire between the two forces in order to recover two 
wounded soldiers. Later, when the battalion was forced to pull back into a perimeter, Chaplain Watters noticed that several wounded sol-
diers were lying outside the newly formed perimeter. Without hesitation and ignoring attempts to restrain him, Chaplain Watters left the 
perimeter three times in the face of small arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fire to carry and to assist the injured troopers to safety. 
Satisfied that all of the wounded were inside the perimeter, he began aiding the medics ... applying field bandages to open wounds, 
obtaining and serving food and water, giving spiritual and mental strength and comfort. During his ministering, he moved out to the pe-
rimeter from position to position redistributing food and water, and tending to the needs of his men. Chaplain Watters was giving aid to 
the wounded when he himself was mortally wounded. Chaplain Watters’ unyielding perseverance and selfless devotion to his comrades 
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.

•  Lt. Comdr. Joseph Timothy O’Callahan  
U.S. Navy (World War II)

•  Capt. Emil J. Kapaun  
U.S. Army (Korean War)

•  Lt. Vincent Robert Capodanno 
U.S. Navy (Vietnam War)

•  Maj. Charles Joseph Watters  
U.S. Army (Vietnam War)

•  Capt. Angelo J. Liteky  
U.S. Army (Vietnam War)

Vincent R. Capodanno
LT, CHC, USN
Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam
September 4, 1967
Catholic priest killed while attempting to rescue a wounded corpsman.

LIEUTENANT VINCENT R. CAPODANNO
United States Navy

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as Chaplain of the 3d Battalion, in 
connection with operations against enemy forces. In response to reports that the 2d Platoon of M Company was in danger of being 
overrun by a massed enemy assaulting force, Lt. Capodanno left the relative safety of the company command post and ran through 
an open area raked with fire, directly to the beleaguered platoon. Disregarding the intense enemy small-arms, automatic-weapons, 
and mortar fire, he moved about the battlefield administering last rites to the dying and giving medical aid to the wounded. When an 
exploding mortar round inflicted painful multiple wounds to his arms and legs, and severed a portion of his right hand, he stead-
fastly refused all medical aid. Instead, he directed the corpsmen to help their wounded comrades and, with calm vigor, continued 
to move about the battlefield as he provided encouragement by voice and example to the valiant Marines. Upon encountering a 
wounded corpsman in the direct line of fire of an enemy machine gunner positioned approximately 15 yards away, Lt. Capodanno 
rushed a daring attempt to aid and assist the mortally wounded corpsman. At that instant, only inches from his goal, he was struck 
down by a burst of machine gun fire. By his heroic conduct on the battlefield, and his inspiring example, Lt. Capodanno upheld the 
finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life in the cause of freedom.

Charles James Liteky (formerly Angelo J. Liteky)
CH (CPT) USA
Near Phuoc-Lac, Biên Hòa Province, Republic of Vietnam
December 6, 1967
A Roman Catholic priest, Liteky received the award for braving intense fire to carry 20 wounded soldiers to safety 
during a 1967 battle. He later left the priesthood, became a social activist, and in 1986 renounced his Medal of 
Honor.

CAPTAIN ANGELO JAMES LITEKY
United States Army

Since the Civil War,  
five American chaplains  
have been awarded  
the Medal of Honor:

Every one of them was a Catholic priest, and two have causes for beatification (Kapaun in the Korean War; 
Capodanno in the Vietnam War). 

These are the three chaplains who were awarded the MOH as a result of their actions in Vietnam in 1967. 
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our time in captivity. That year, Easter 
would truly be a celebration of the 
Resurrection for each of us as we returned 
to our new lives of freedom and restored 
relationships back home.

Our captors never understood why we did 
what we did, though one guard inquired 
with apparent interest. We were men of 
Christ, whose Lord had paid the ultimate 
price for us – a price spared us. Giving up 
a cigarette a day or an extra bit of cabbage 
soup was a small but significant reminder 
of the blessing of life and liberty that Christ 
had won for us so many years earlier.

The camp authorities allowed us to 
assemble for worship on Sunday 
mornings.  With the Prayer Book in hand 
we had worship services and prayers 
already designed and suitable for what 
we needed.  Because my fellows knew 
I was planning to attend seminary when 

we returned, I was asked to lead the 
services and to serve as their chaplain.  
Each Sunday, we would gather in the end 
cell to read Morning Prayer, sing hymns 
from memory, and listen to scriptures 
read. “God Bless America” was one of 
our favorites, and we learned that the old 
guys sang it every Sunday, along with the 
National Anthem.  We prayed freely for 
families, our fallen crewmembers, for a 
swift and safe return, and for our captors, 
especially our favorite guard.  While not 
everyone in the cellblock participated, 
choosing instead to exercise, read, have 
personal quiet time, or to engage in 
conversation with someone from another 
cell, everyone benefited from the worship 
services.  The first Sunday we noticed 
that while the guard would check on us 
periodically, he never made us quit until 
we were finished.  Therefore, the longer 
the worship service, the longer all of us 
were able to stay out of our cells.

Slowly it began to dawn on me that 
everything I had learned before I was 
captured seemed to be part of a divine 
composition that was beyond human 
or scientific explanation. There was a 
heavenly plan that was in motion all the 
time and nothing would or could prevent 
the plan of God that was to unfold over 
the decades that followed. I knew that I 
was not alone and that I was where I was 
supposed to be at that given time and space 
in my life. Even so, I had no idea how far 
reaching that experience would be in my 
life, nor did I realize how many people 
I would reach and help in their lives.  I 
didn’t see the war, my captivity, or the 
deaths of my friends as God’s will; but I 
did know he was working to bring good 
out of the tragedies that surrounded us. 
For the past forty-one years, Lent 1973 
has been a source of renewal, comfort, and 
commitment as I have sought to live fully 
into the Divine purpose for my life.

Earn your Master of Arts, Master of Divinity, or Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy through 
a combination of on-campus and online courses.

If you’re serious about chaplaincy, choose Columbia International University. 
To learn more, visit www.ciu.edu or call (800) 777-2227, ext. 5024.

www.ciu.edu  |  (800) 777-2227, ext. 5024
Let’s Impact the World Together.

“CIU’s chaplaincy program is the
most in-depth and comprehensive
I’ve seen. I endorse it 100%.”

Chaplain (MG) Doug Carver, USA, Ret.
Former U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains

Columbia International University’s
Chaplaincy program specializes in the eight
functional areas of professional chaplaincy

· Military
· Corporate
· Healthcare
· Public Safety

· Institutional
· Sports
· Educational
· Disaster Relief

Dr. Michael Langston
Retired Navy Chaplain

CIU Chaplaincy Program

On Tet 1973, the Vietnamese New Year, the POWs in Hanoi, North Vietnam again 
received a special meal similar to the ones on Christmas and January First.  The 
Vietnamese also began to provide us with reading material, mostly propaganda 
magazines from China and Russia, but written in English.  The magazines were filled 
with photographs of beautiful landscapes and smiling people.  They also gave us a 
Bible, which we eagerly passed around among the two dozen prisoners in our cellblock.  

Because we had all missed Christmas at home, we began to wonder if we would be 
home in time for Easter.  When was Ash Wednesday?  Several of us wanted to know 
so we could begin Lent, the Christian season of preparation, fasting, and denial.  I was 
not sure when it began and initially tried to calculate from the phase of the moon. Since 
Easter is the Sunday following the first full moon following the vernal equinox (21 
March), and since Ash Wednesday is forty days (plus Sundays) before Easter, it takes 
a little math and astronomical knowledge to figure it all out. But it was very important 
to us young men to be able to establish a “free-world” routine in order to help us resist 
the enemy. We knew we would be released on 29 March and be home by April first, but 
when was Easter?

The navigators huddled to make the calculations.  There had been a full moon within a 
day or so of 18 December.  How long was a lunar month?  Twenty-five days?  Or was it 
twenty-nine?  Since we were never quite sure about the lunar month, and since the full 
moon is not always visible, we made a mistake in our calculations, and at first thought 
Easter would be in March.  For a few days, I felt sad that we would miss Easter, too.  

However, one of my cellmates, Jack Trimble, was an Episcopalian.  In mid-February 
he received a Book of Common Prayer in a package from his mother. I knew the 
prayer book had a table of Easter Days, so I quickly looked it up. Easter would be on 
22 April and Ash Wednesday on 7 March.  We would be home in plenty of time.  So, 
we solemnly marked our heads with coal dust on Ash Wednesday and selected some 
very tiny, but enormously important, prison “luxury” to give up for the remainder of 

Observing Lent

in Hanoi
Robert Certain
Excerpted from “Unchained Eagle”
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Confession and PTSD

Franciscan Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi for

All Christian denominations are welcome. The faith stance will 
be based on Franciscan Spirituality.  This pilgrimage is open to 
both men and women who have served in the military. Spouses 
are welcomed.

Visit our site at

www.FranciscanPilgrimages.com

Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs
P.O. Box 321490

Franklin, Wisconsin 53132
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One day when I was visiting his unit a soldier mentioned to me that he was a conscientious objector.  I learned that his father was 
the pastor of a church that historically supported persons who refused to serve as combatants for reasons of conscience.  I believed 
that the young man was sincere, that he was having a belated recognition of what his faith meant and demanded of him. 

I explained to the commander that he must move the soldier back to a safer location while his paperwork was being processed.  
The commander ignored the soldier’s request, not wanting to lose another “trigger puller.” 

On my next visit to his unit the soldier informed me that the commander had not acted on his request to be reclassified as a con-
scientious objector.  I reminded the commander again that he had a duty to assist the soldier and that not doing so placed him in 
conflict with Army regulations.  He acquiesced, apologized, and sent the kid back to the battalion firebase with me.  The soldier 
was given a cot in a heavily fortified bunker. 

A couple of nights later, while I was with another company in the jungle, sappers penetrated the perimeter security of the firebase.  
They threw explosive satchels into the bunker where the conscientious objector was sleeping and killed several, including the 
young soldier that I had “rescued” from the war. 

That troubled me then and it troubles me even now.  I know that I did the right thing.  But I sometimes think that if I hadn’t been 
so almighty correct the young man might still be alive. 

Troubled Good Deed
Henry Lamar Hunt 
Chaplain (COL) US Army, Retired Sikhism 

Religious Accommodation,  
and the American Way
Lyman Smith
CPT, CHC, USN-Ret
Deputy Executive Director, MCA

On an otherwise quiet Sunday morning in August of 2012 a 
horrific act of violence occurred in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. 
There a lone gunman, Wade Michael Page, went to the Sikh 
temple and shot to death six of the assembled worshippers 
while wounding four others. An officer responding to the 
rampage shot and wounded Page who then committed suicide 
by shooting himself in the head. The carnage in Oak Creek 
followed the shootings at a movie theater in Aurora, Colorado 
two weeks prior and preceded the deaths of innocent children 
and their teachers in Newton, Connecticut later that same 
year. Relatively speaking, Aurora and Newton received much 
more attention in the national media than did the slaughter of 
innocent worshippers in Oak Creek. Some might speculate 
such is the case as those slain in Oak Creek were Sikhs. 

Sikhism is the world’s fifth most popular religion. It originated 
in the 1400s with Guru Nanak Dev Ji in the Punjab region 
of what is now the border of Pakistan and India. Sikhs are 
distinct from the other religions of the area being neither 
Hindu nor Muslim. Worldwide they are believed to number 
about 25 million and estimates of their population in the US 
vary from 100 to 500 thousand. 

U.S. Sikhs have a long and proud history of service in our 
nation’s military. Then non-citizen, Bhagat Singh Thind, 
served with the Army in World War I and was eventually 
granted citizenship based on his commitment to our nation. 
Large numbers of Sikhs served in our forces in World War 
II with their service continuing into the late 20th century. 
One such soldier was Sergeant Sevak Singh Kroesen who 
enlisted in 1976 and eventually completed Special Forces 
and paratrooper training. He was discharged in 1991. Another 
was Colonel Arjinderpal Singh Sekhon, a medical doctor who 
served from 1984 to 2009. During his service be became an 
Army flight surgeon, battalion commander, and was deployed 
in support of the first Persian Gulf War. Both of these soldiers 

served entire careers observing their religiously mandated 
grooming and dress requirements as detailed below. 

Sikhs are monotheistic and believe in the equality of all humans. 
Their beliefs includes physical articles of faith consisting of long 
unshorn hair, a turban, a comb, a steel bracelet, special drawers, 
and a ceremonial sword. The long unshorn hair and turban are 
distinctive and sometimes make Sikhs stand out in a crowd. All 
of the items are symbols of spirituality and serve to remind the 
individual on a constant basis of their role as humble servants in 
pursuit of justice and peace. 

As was mentioned, numerous Sikhs have served in the 
US Armed Forces while observing these unique dress 
requirements. These special requirements were not an 
impediment to their service and permitted Sergeant Kirnbir 
Grewal to even serve as a Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical 
Non-Commissioned Officer. Sikhs demonstrated their beards 
did not prevent them from achieving a seal with a gas mask 
and their hair and turban did not interfere with the wearing 
of a helmet when required. Many Sikhs were able to serve 
without having to choose between the worship of God and 
service to their country. 

This changed in 1981 when the Army issued orders banning 
“conspicuous” articles of faith for all service members. 
Currently serving Sikhs at the time were granted waivers 
for as long as they served but any newly accessing members 
were not permitted to observe their religious mandated dress 
and grooming standards. No observant Sikhs joined the 
military for several years following this ruling. 

Kamaljeet Singh Kalsi was the first to receive a special 
dispensation to serve while being an observant Sikh 
following the 1981 change in policy. In 2001 he became a 1st 
Lieutenant as he entered medical school with the intention 

Continued on page 26 >
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Constitution Changes
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and the heroism that earned him 
the Confederate Medal of Honor 
posthumously in 2013.
For more info: www.davidpbridges.com
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to serve on active duty on completion of his training. He was 
permitted to retain his distinct grooming and apparel during his 
training period. When it came time in 2009 to attend Officer 
Basic he was informed he would have to comply with then 
current grooming standards. Then Captain Kalsi appealed for a 
waiver which was subsequently granted by the Acting Deputy 
Chief of Staff. The exception was granted only for Captain Kalsi 
and was not intended to signify a change in policy. More than 
50 members of Congress signed a petition to then Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates urging Captain Kalsi be permitted to 
serve without being forced to abandon his beliefs. 

Now Major Kalsi continues to serve with distinction having 
been assigned as the Chief of Disaster Medicine at a Forward 
Operating Base in Afghanistan. He is at Fort Bragg in North 
Carolina. 

On January 22, 2014, the Department of Defense released a 
new version of “DoD Instruction 1300.17 Accommodation of 
Religious Practices Within the Military Services.” The updated 
policy contained in this version of the instruction states that 
“military departments will accommodate religious requests of 
service members unless a request would have an adverse effect 
on military readiness, mission accomplishment, unit cohesion, 
and good order and discipline.” In order to deny a request 
the commander making the decision must find that “mission 
accomplishment needs outweigh the need of the service 
member.” This standard is considerably more stringent than that 
contained in the previous version of the policy. 

The new policy continues the practice of weighing each request 
on a case by case basis versus authorizing certain practices 
across the board. Immediate commanders may “resolve religious 
accommodation requests that don’t require a waiver of military 
department uniforms, religious apparel, grooming, appearance 
or body-art tattoos.” Such requests which require waivers 
will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Military Department 
involved versus being rejected at the local level. 

Another major change to the accommodation instruction is 
the inclusion of grooming and appearance and body art as 
recognized subjects for religious accommodation. Previous 
versions of the policy specifically exempted these from 
consideration as part of a religious consideration. 

The instruction goes beyond simply looking at accommodations 
issues from the standpoint of apparel, customs, and diet. It also 
gives guidance on the expression of faith saying “a Service 
member’s expression of sincerely held beliefs (conscience, 
moral principles, or religious beliefs) may not be used as the 

basis of any adverse personnel action, discrimination, or denial 
of promotion, schooling, training, or assignment.” This language 
reflects interest expressed by Congress in recent National 
Defense Authorization Bills regarding religious belief and 
practice and its observance within the military. 

Time limits are also established, with the military leadership 
being required to hold final review of any request for 
accommodation within 30 days if it originates within the United 
States and 60 days for all other cases. Military commanders will 
not be able to place requests in the bottom of the in-box to get to 
at a more convenient time. 

The practical effects of the policy remain to be seen as its 
implementation will take place within the various services and 
not at the DoD level. Implementing regulations may make 
changes in wording to reflect particular interests which can 
result in significantly different applications in different settings. 
Overall many organizations concerned with religious freedom 
issues in the military have expressed positive thoughts on the 
new instruction. MCA member Ron Crews who serves as the 
executive director of the Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty 
said, “The policy change puts the burden on commanders to 
prove why they cannot accommodate sincerely held religious 
speech and practice rather than making the service member 
prove that his religious speech and practice should be allowed.”

Does this new policy have an impact on Major Kalsi and other 
Sikhs who desire to serve in the military? The Sikh Coalition 
expressed appreciation for the new openness expressed by DoD 
in considering requests which include such accommodation. 
They also went on to lament that Sikhs will still be subjected 
to “a lengthy and uncertain administrative process before being 
approved to serve in the military with their religiously-mandated 
turbans and beards” with no guarantee approval will be granted.
 
The new policy does not permit granting a specific religious 
accommodation for the entirety of one’s military career. Rather 
each change of assignment will necessitate another request with 
potential for rejection. For an observant Sikh who is prevented 
from cutting his or her hair from birth, such a series of potential 
denials continues to stand as a formidable barrier to a career of 
service. 

For Sikhs as well as for others the next step to provide true 
religious accommodation is to make it uniform so certain 
practices and garb become recognized as compatible with 
military service for all who hold to the faith principles 
generating the required actions. Such recognition is already in 
place among the militaries of some of our closest allies.

Earlier in this article Wade Michael Page was identified as 
the man who committed the murders at the Sikh Temple in 
Wisconsin in 2012. Page had served in the Army rising to the 
rank of sergeant before being discharged for misconduct related 
to alcohol abuse. His mother had died when he was entering 
his teen years and he had been raised to adulthood living with a 
relative. After the incident the authorities investigated his ties to 
white supremacist groups. 

The incidents which occurred that fateful day in August 2012 
were tragic for all involved – the innocent Sikhs who were 
killed, wounded, and traumatized; the law enforcement officers 
who suffered serious wounds; and for Wade Michael Page and 
his family and friends. All evidence pointed to his acting from 
a hatred of the Sikhs based not on who they were as individuals 
but what they represented to him. They were different; they did 
not look the same; they were not uniform; they, perhaps, should 
not be accommodated. For Wade Michael Page his actions 
seemed to constitute the American Way. 

The new DoD instruction moves us not so much forward in our 
recognition that difference is not always bad but backward to 
a time when we already knew it. Sikhs and others in the past 

have been permitted to serve and they were accommodated 
without having to seek permission at the Secretariat level each 
time they moved. The military throughout our history has been 
able to accommodate differing cultures and influences and yes, 
even religions, while still working together to accomplish the 
mission. Perhaps we are now able to see difference is not always 
a threat but rather can be a source or richness and strength. 

Major Kalsi expressed these same thoughts in this way as 
he testified before the House Armed Services Committee 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel on the 30th of January 
of this year. “If a Sikh American soldier can graduate from 
boot camp; comply with requirements relating to helmets and 
protective masks; and promote unit cohesion by performing 
military duties with excellence, we should not force that 
American soldier to choose between religious liberty and a 
military career.”*. All who support freedom of the practice of 
religion within our Armed Services can echo and support this 
sentiment. This is the American Way.

* http://www.firstpost.com/world/sikhs-need-a-fair-chance-
to-serve-in-us-military-sikh-us-soldier-1366705.html?utm_
source=ref_article

> Continued from page 25
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   • Senior-level decision making
   • Ethics of war and peace
   • Spiritual care for all parts of the military family

Become a member of a close-knit cadre, learning with and from chaplain colleagues in a program of theology 
and practice that complements Professional Military Education. 

Classes begin in January and May.
Full and half-tuition scholarships are available for this intensive, 
two-week program for experienced chaplains.

Learn more and apply at www.wesleyseminary.edu/chaplain.

Silence … the only harmony that filled the air 
at Beaufort National Cemetery as 10 unclaimed 
remains of American veterans were laid to rest 
during a ceremony, Dec. 13, 2013.

The ceremony was part of The Missing in 
America Project, a nation-wide effort to 
locate, identify and bury unclaimed remains of 
forgotten veterans.

The remains were of 10 veterans from all 
military branches that were stored at coroner’s 
offices throughout South Carolina prior to being 
laid to rest at Beaufort National Cemetery. A 
tedious process takes place to guarantee the 
veterans get the military honors they deserve. It 
includes corresponding with the Department of 
Defense to verify their military service and to 
confirm they were honorably discharged.

“They are part of my family. I don’t know them 
personally, I don’t know the stuff they’ve done 
before, why they’re where there at,” said Larry 
Truax, an Army veteran and assistant coordinator 
for MIAP South Carolina. “They also deserve 
the honor and respect that they earned.”

According to Truax, funeral homes and coroners 
have the option to dispose of the cremains after 
90 days left unclaimed.

“They keep the cremains out of the kindness of 
their own heart,” said Truax, a native of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C. “We started the Missing in America 
Project here because nobody had heard of it. 
Nobody else was doing it in South Carolina.”

The respect to those who were forgotten goes 
beyond providing a military funeral; it’s part of 
a larger picture. It’s part of a family formed by 
service members and patriots.

“When you go to a military funeral it’s 
beautiful; the most respectful way a man or 

woman can be laid to rest. They’ve earned it,” 
said Jim Brewer, a rider with the Patriot Guard 
Riders of South Carolina. “I’m a patriot; I do 
what I can. It’s a kind of payback. I always felt 
guilty about not serving and this is my way of 
serving.”

Brewer, along with the Beaufort community, 
demonstrated their patriotism in honoring the 
10 cremated veterans by laying them to rest 
surrounded by other protectors of our country.

“These 10 men served their country, but didn’t 
have family to take care of them when they 
passed. Their military brothers and sisters 
stepped up and became their family to lay them 
to rest,” said Brewer, a native of Lexington, S.C. 
“I think that’s awesome.”

Truax related the burial of the service members 
to the Vietnam War and returning home to a 
country that was unsupportive.

“We’ve changed that, we’re changing it,” said 
Truax. “The veterans believe in it and want to 
come out and pay their respect, because they 
understand.”

To veterans, the brotherhood that exists with 
other veterans is more than skin deep.

“They might be unclaimed but they’re not. 
We’re all family, and we take care of our own 
regardless of military branch,” said retired 
Master Sgt. Bill Havelin, the post commander 
for Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8760. “The 
most unique thing about this service is that the 
community comes together to honor them.”

Whether veterans of the Korean War, Vietnam, 
or of peacetime, the cremated remains of the 
service members interred were not unclaimed 
but brothers-in-arms who volunteered to protect 
democracy.

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION 
BEAUFORT, S.C.
Sgt. Marcy Sanchez
Community Relations / Media Chief
The Jet Stream
MCAS Beaufort Public Affairs

Navy Cmdr. Dean Hoelz, Marine 
Corps Air Station Beaufort command 
chaplain, reads a passage from 
the Bible during a military funeral 
rendering honors to 10 unclaimed 
honorably discharged service 
members as part of the Missing in 
America Project at Beaufort National 
Cemetery in Beaufort, S.C., Dec. 13.

Service members participate in a 
military funeral rendering honors to 
10 unclaimed honorably discharged 
service members as part of the 
Missing in America Project at 
Beaufort National Cemetery in 
Beaufort, S.C., Dec. 13.
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I am in my third year as a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical center chaplain. Providing ministry to hospitalized 
veterans is the most rewarding and satisfying work of my life. 
I feel so fortunate to find myself in such a meaningful and 
fulfilling vocation as I near my final years of active service as 
a Unitarian Universalist minister. My experiences as a military 
chaplain open many doors of communication with the patients 
I encounter on a daily basis. I am a veteran providing pastoral 
care to other veterans.

Military service is the common denominator among patients 
in a VA medical center. Although many of the veterans I 
meet served in the military during peacetime, a significant 
number of veterans served during times of war. Although we 
are beginning to see a few younger veterans from the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the vast majority of our hospitalized 
combat veterans experienced wartime duty during World War 

II, the Korean Conflict, and the Vietnam War. Combat veterans 
bring unique perspectives to life, religion, spirituality, and 
war. Like the patriotic themes found in military recruitment 
ads, many young men and women who enter military service 
do so believing war to be a venture in heroism, patriotism, 
duty, honor, and bravery. This is true for those who enlist as 
well as those who were drafted.  Yet, for those who actually 
see combat the distressing truth emerges that war is hell for 
everyone involved. War results in the death of the enemy but 
also of comrades. War brings death and injury to civilians. 
Civilian deaths include children and the elderly. Sometimes 
there is no rhyme or reason as to why some veterans survive 
combat and others experience violent death or disabling injury. 
Combat exposes men and women in uniform to a tragic side of 
human existence and many veterans are reluctant to tell their 
stories to non-veterans for fear of being misunderstood  
or rejected. 

A Veteran  
Helping Other Veterans:
Reflections of a VA Chaplain
Floyd Vernon Chandler, CH (COL) USA-Ret.

Maine MCA Chapter Officers 
Left to right: E. Scott Dow, retired VA 

chaplain, vice president for education; 
Walter Foster, chaplain at Togus 

VA Medical Center, vice president 
for membership; C. Thomas Farrar, 
chaplain at Togus VAMC, secretary/

treasurer; and F. Vernon Chandler, 
chaplain at Togus VAMC and retired 

Army chaplain, president

Continued on page 32 >
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   War changes persons. For some combat veterans, the religion 
of their childhood no longer makes any sense. I have conversed 
with many combat veterans who told me that they rejected 
church and God as a result of what they saw during war. The 
Sunday school God they had been taught to believe no longer 
made any sense to them. Sometimes my ministry involves 
helping veterans create new spiritual concepts for God and 
prayer that are meaningful. Rejecting the God and religion of 
childhood does not necessarily require rejecting all religion and 
concepts of God.

   One of my joys as a parish minister was spending time 
with elderly members and listening to their stories. As a VA 
chaplain, I experience this joy on a daily basis.  Two of my 
primary wards are comprised of geriatric patients. As I make 
my way though the wards and visit patients, I will often pull up 
a chair and simply listen as elderly veterans tell their stories. 
I learn so much from hearing their stories and many veterans 
seem very appreciative of just having someone listen. Most 
everything I’ve learned about the history of Maine, I’ve learned 
firsthand from the veterans who are natives of the state. Also, it 
has been interesting to hear veterans share their own memories 
of having served with various famous generals or having 
seen combat at historical battle sites. However, for nearly all 
veterans the most cherished stories involve memories of family 
and friends, many of whom are now deceased. 

   I am sometimes surprised by what I hear from veterans. I 
recall a conversation with one veteran who survived several 
major battles during World War II. He was at Normandy 
and the Battle of the Bulge. His memories of those famous 
battles are vivid. He had received numerous medals and 
decorations for his combat service. He was recognized as 
a wartime hero when he returned to Maine in 1946. In the 
years following the war, however, this veteran came to 
reject much of what he once believed about religion and 
military service. Now at 90 years of age, this former Baptist 
considers himself agnostic and he embraces pacifism as his 
guiding philosophy.  He told me that he now believed that 
no war is ever justified.  When I asked him if his pacifism 
applied to World War II, this elderly veteran responded 
rather sadly, “Yes, even World War II.”

   I am the primary chaplain for our twelve bed hospice unit. 
My ministry to hospice veterans and their family members 
has had the greatest impact upon me as a person.  It is not 
uncommon for the hospice unit to experience two or three 
deaths a week. Some of our hospice veterans are on our 
unit for a few days and others might be with us for several 
months.  Most are with us for no more than three or four 
weeks. One can’t provide authentic pastoral care to dying 

persons without consciously embracing one’s own mortality. 
It is especially poignant when the dying veteran is my age 
or younger. I find that I no longer plan for the future as I did 
before working on hospice. I live much more in the present. 
I’ve observed that for so many of my hospice veterans, four 
to six months prior to their hospice admission they didn’t 
even have a clue or hunch of a terminal illness. One’s life is 
turned upside down with the diagnosis of terminal illness. 
Working with the dying has made me so much more aware of 
the brevity and preciousness of human life.  Every new day 
is a blessing and a gift. I am much more appreciative of those 
individuals whom I love and who love me. 

  Much camaraderie can be found among patients in a VA 
medical center. Regardless of the branch of service or time 
of service, the shared experience of having served our nation 
in uniform is a strong bond among veterans.  Many wear 
old unit and rank insignia on their baseball style caps. The 
military courtesies and traditions are not forgotten.  Veterans 
will often salute one another instead of offering handshakes. 
Veterans are quick to render proper respect to the U.S. flag 
and the National Anthem. In our hospice unit, we have 
created a tradition of draping the body of a deceased veteran 
in a U.S. flag before the body is transported to the medical 
center morgue.  It is an emotional experience to witness other 
veterans spontaneously standing at attention and saluting 
the flag draped body as the gurney makes its way down the 
hospital corridor.

  Relational theology has become much more meaningful to 
me since beginning my work as a VA chaplain.  Relational 
theology teaches that relationships are the means by which 
we know and experience God. Theological constructs and 
religious beliefs are secondary to relationships. I’ve been asked 
by several veterans to officiate at their funerals or memorial 
services. In every case, it was not important my theology or the 
dictates of my faith. We might have never discussed religion. 
What was important was that I had established a relationship 
with that veteran. The veteran felt I cared about him or her.  I 
tend to think that this is a universal truth that transcends VA 
chaplaincy. Establishing caring relationships is paramount for 
successful ministries and healthy congregations. Everything 
else is less important! Nothing is more important than our 
relationships with one another. Nothing! I thank the veterans 
who have instilled me with this wisdom. 

Floyd Vernon Chandler is a clinical chaplain at Togus VA 
Medical Center, Augusta, Maine. He is a retired U.S. Army 
Chaplain and has served as a Unitarian Universalist minister 
for over 37 years. He is president of the Maine Chapter of the 
Military Chaplains Association. 

> Continued from page 30
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A Life of Service

Goliath, the Philistine warrior from Gath, was an imposing 
figure indeed. The Bible describes him as over six feet tall. 
An enormous bronze helmet sat on his head. His metal 
armor weighed 130 pounds. Heavy brass shin guards glinted 
in the sun; a broadsword hung between his shoulders, 
ready to draw. His hand grasped a huge spear, as thick as a 
weaving dowel, tipped with a giant iron blade. Goliath was 
the “poster boy” for the Philistine army. All who viewed 
Goliath retreated in fear and dread.

At the time, Israel was at war with the Philistines. Both 
armies had gathered in the Valley of Elah, encamped on 
either side. Each day Goliath strutted before the Israelites, 
taunting them with arrogant words, touting his glorious 
image, his gleaming prowess. He challenged Israel to a duel. 
But the Israelites shrunk in fear of Goliath. They dared not 
accept his challenge, nor test the veracity of his threats. A 
military impasse prevailed, lasting forty days. Who had the 
courage to fight this towering giant? Who would save the 
honor of Israel and sanctify her G-d? Who possessed the 
secret to break this spell of fear?

Meanwhile, the young David, slated to become King of 
Israel, arrived at the battlefield bearing a package of food 
for his brothers. David witnesses Goliath’s taunts, but 
asks derisively “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine who 
blasphemes the legions of the Living G-d?”

David is brought before King Saul, who also shrinks in 
fear from Goliath. David assures him there is nothing to 
fear, and that he will go and fight “this Philistine.” Saul 
provides David his armor and weapons, but David rejects 
them. Instead, he picks five stones from a nearby brook, 
and sets out to confront the terrifying Philistine. With one 
well-placed shot from his leather sling, David strikes Goliath 
dead. The giant falls flat on his face. David decapitates him 
with a sword, and presents the trophy to King Saul. End of 
story. Just like that.

How did David accomplish in five minutes’ time what an 
entire Army of Israelites could not do in forty days? What 
was the secret of David’s victory? And why did G-d choose 
to appoint David as King of Israel?
The secret lay in Goliath’s shining armor. 

There was nothing  
outwardly special about  
David that could cause  
him to vanquish a mighty  
foe. Nor did he possess  
obvious qualities or traits  
making him specially fit for  
appointment as King. David  
was strong, granted (I Sam. 16:18); a good musician (ibid.); 
handsome, too (ibid.); and a decent fighter (ibid., 17:34-36). 
And he believed in G-d (ibid., v. 45). But so did every other 
soldier in G-d’s army that day. And these soldiers were better 
trained and equipped in warfare than David. So what was 
David’s “secret?” What did he know that no one else knew, 
that enabled him to fell Goliath with a lousy rock from a 
dirty brook?

The answer is simple: David knew Goliath was a fraud. 
Goliath’s “impressive” appearance didn’t delude him. 
Beneath that shining armor was a petty, little man, a fake 
“knight” with delusions of grandeur, yet no substance to his 
claims. Goliath hid behind a false veneer of appearances, 
accolades, honors and medals, titles and awards. But there 
was nothing beneath the artifice Goliath had so carefully 
contrived. David perceived this; he saw through the “shining 
armor” obscuring the emptiness inside. Goliath was no 
more than a bag of bones, with no real power of any kind. 
He was an invention of his own ego fueled by the self-
serving adulations of his Philistine sycophants. David saw 
the truth; his vision penetrated the fog of unreality. Where 
all others were deceived by appearances, David proclaims 
“this uncircumcised Philistine” is no different than the slinky 
predators that used to menace his flock (ibid., v. 36).

Abraham merited Patriarch of the Jewish people because 
he recognized the one G-d of the universe (Gen. 12:1-3; 
17:1). Moses merited leadership of the Israelites due to his 
unparalleled humility (Nu. 12:3). But David merited the 
monarchy because he had the courage to penetrate the false 
foibles of man.

May we be merited like David to vanquish the fragile 
facades that fool us. Your worst enemy is nothing more than 
a bag of bones. Trust in G-d and prevail!

Like me, I am sure there are many of you who would 
respond in the negative to this question.  Maybe we should 
not be so hasty to come to this definitive conclusion.  What 
is the definition of “chaplain”?

The dictionary says a chaplain is an ecclesiastic attached 
to an organization, and in our case, to a military unit and/
or one who says the prayer at a service.  OK, so what is an 
ecclesiastic?  The definition is a member of the clergy or a 
person in a religious order.

I am imagining you are still satisfied with your first response 
to the original question as being “no”.  But stay with me for 
a little longer and allow me to share my thoughts with you.

In our military experience, we have seen the various levels 
of leadership and personnel in ranks that make up the squad, 
unit or command.  All of us can’t be the Master Chief or the 
CO.  There is an obvious pecking order as we can all attest.

So if we take a look at the religious aspect of our life and, 
acknowledging we cannot make it on our own, we fall back 
on the ‘team’ concept of making it along the path of life.  
The mission may be different but the means to the end are 
much alike.

Chaplains have taken on the challenge of living a life in 
search of God and being there for all of us. They bring that 
knowledge and experience to situations on a daily basis to 
help us that do not have, or make, the time to really study 
the Word of God.

Maybe it is the study and understanding they have that gives 
them their calm and consoling personalities when they help us 
with the many crises that face us. I have often been amazed at 
their serene disposition when assisting others in difficult times.

I would be the first to admit that I am not comfortable dealing 
with death or the challenges of a serious illness in a family.  
The chaplains deal with these issues on a daily basis.  Again, 
I would imagine you would conclude I am still building the 
case for a negative response to our original question. Most of 
us do not have the required characteristics to deal with such 
events in our own life, let alone the lives of others.

But in my military analogy there are things that made me 
think this out a little differently. Those who have served 
overseas can attest that as Americans, we were likely the 
only piece of America that many of those that we met or 
interacted with would ever experience.  We were told that 
we were “showing the flag” of our nation and that our 
conduct ashore should reflect those ideals.  

I think this may also apply to the Word of God. For certain, 
the chaplains are the ones to whom we should turn to for 
help and guidance when it comes to learning and attempting 
to understand theology and/or how it applies to life.  But 
what about those who may not attend church or other 
religious services?  

It is my claim that we, as Christian soldiers, may be the 
only “Word of God” that some people get to witness. No, I 
am not talking about speaking at organizations or praying 
at services.  But we did not speak to foreigners about our 
Constitution and Bill of Rights either when on liberty.  We 
simply tried, for the most part, to be respectful and polite in 
our interactions with people.

Would it not be the same for us when it comes to our daily 
interactions with family, friends and others?  My parents 
taught me that we should do three simple things in life; seek 
God, serve God, and love God.  I feel that if we could be still 
and listen for that quiet guidance, that we could be chaplains 
without really being aware of it.

The act of kindness to a stranger, our continuing attempt to 
live a Christian way of life might be all the sermon others 
may receive.  Maybe it is up to us as ‘Christian soldiers’ to 
help the chaplains spread the Word by our actions.  

We may not be scholars in theology nor ever achieve that 
unruffled state at a funeral, but we can certainly spread 
kindness and promote the welfare of others through charities 
or our own volunteerism. 

In life, it is not as important that we are loved, but that we 
have loved that counts.  Maybe the better question is not 
whether we are chaplains, but, rather in some small way, 
why aren’t we?

Bag of Bones 
Rabbi Neal R. Kreisler, LCDR, CHC, USN

Are You A Chaplain? 
Shawn Smith, Capt, USAF Ret.
Associate Life Member MCA
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Inevitably almost every chaplain will at some point be sought 
out for help and support by a loved one of someone struggling 
with PTSD. The needs and cries of the spouses, family members 
and other loved ones are intense and unique, and too often 
overlooked. As the wife of a Vietnam veteran who has wrestled 
with PTSD for over four decades, I know well the agony of the 
loved ones. Sharing from my own experience, as well as from 
thousands of others in our LOVE OUR VETS - PTSD Family 
Support network, here are the three most common questions 
asked by loved ones.

1. What is PTSD and what are the symptoms?

Post-traumatic Stress Disorder results from a severe trauma that 
is horrific or life threatening. The whole person gets locked into 
emergency mode - fight or flight survival - and will always be in 
that emergency mode at some level for the rest of their lives. 24/7 
they live as if the impending crisis could reoccur at any moment. 
It totally overwhelms their ability to cope so when something 
triggers them, they have no reserve with which to handle it.   

Some of the typical symptoms include flashbacks, avoidance, 
numbing, putting up walls, withdrawing, hyper-vigilance, 
irritability, easily startled, memory blocks, sudden bursts of 
anger or other emotions, difficulty sleeping,  nightmares, 
fear, depression, anxiety, substance abuse and other addictive 
behaviors, difficulty holding a job, relationship problems, 
and ultimately suicide. (See www.LoveOurVets.org for more 
information.)

2. How can I help my vet/servicemember?

You can help but you cannot “fix.” Anything you can do to learn 
more about PTSD, and about them, will help. This also includes 
their trauma anniversary dates.  Be willing to talk with them 
about it whenever they’re open. And above all listen.

Words of affection and affirmation are also huge. Since 
PTSD can seriously erode one’s self-esteem, a little positive 
encouragement goes a long way. 

Most vets with PTSD feel unsafe. Anything you can do to help 
them feel safe is a comfort. Loving physical affection is also 
important.

Another way you can be supportive is to encourage (not 
nag) them to get the help they need. It may be talking with 
their Chaplain, going to a counselor, finding online support, 
a VA support group, a Pointman group, AA, etc. (see www.
LoveOurVets.org  for more resources.) 

Finally, pray for them. And with them if they are willing. Faith 
and love have proven to be invaluable for so many who live with 
the relentless demands of PTSD.

3.  Where can I get help for ME?

The key is to hold on to you as you love them. When loved ones 
take care of themselves and remain mindful of their own needs, 
they have more strength from which to draw. 

One essential need is for your own support. Do you have a 
counselor for YOU? Also, it is crucial that you connect with 
other spouses and loved ones who truly understand and can 
encourage you on the journey. (See www.LoveOurVets.org for 
helpful resources and Support Network.)

Many loved ones have found the book LOVE OUR VETS: 
Restoring Hope for Families of Veterans with PTSD to be a 
lifeline. It focuses on the real needs and cries of the loved ones 
and how we can and need to take care of us in the day and night 
post-war battles of PTSD.

Finally, remember there is HOPE!  Too many only convey doom 
and gloom. Those with PTSD and their loved ones need to know 
that is it entirely possible to live successfully in a loving fulfilling 
relationship in spite of the PTSD. I know… because my veteran 
husband and I do. With God, nothing is impossible!

WELBY O’BRIEN holds a Master’s Degree in counseling from 
Portland State University and a teaching degree from Biola 

University.  She is the author of “LOVE OUR VETS: Restoring 
Hope for Families of Veterans with PTSD,” “Formerly A Wife” 
and “Good-Bye for Now,” as well as a contributing author for 

both “Shepherding Women in Pain” and “Chicken Soup for the 
Soul (Divorce and Recovery).” www.welbyo.com
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Funding the MCA 
In order to maintain and grow the ministries of the Military Chaplains Association, each of us plays an important part. Here 
are ways you can help: 

Renew Annual Membership. By renewing your annual regular or associate membership now, we can better plan our 
2014 budget. Use the link on our website (www.mca-usa.org) or send a check to the national office with “2014 Renewal” 
on the memo line 

Charitable Giving. Include the MCA in your annual tithe at a level of 1% of your income (a tithe of your tithe). If that 
isn’t possible, how about $10 per month? 

Emerson Foundation. Donate $1,000 in any calendar year specified to the Foundation. Become a multi-year donor. 

Four Chaplains Sunday. Ask the congregation where you worship and/or minister to take a special offering on the first 
weekend in February 2014 to donate to the MCA. 

Magazine advertising. Do you know someone who might want to advertise in our quarterly magazine? Send their contact 
information to the National Office and we will make the inquiry. 

Chaplain Candidate Scholarships. Each year we give three $1,000 scholarships to support the education of chaplain 
candidates. We would gladly accept sponsorships for each of them. 

Bequests and insurance. Consult with your financial advisor about how to leave a portion of your estate to the MCA 
when you finish your ministry on earth.

The Emerson Foundation was established in 1991 by the 
Trustees of the Military Chaplains Association to provide a 
means whereby members and friends could contribute to the 
Investment Fund. The Foundation was named for Chaplain 
William Emerson, the first chaplain in the military, being a 
pastor of the fighting congregation at Concord, Massachu-
setts. When the alarm was sounded by Amos Melvan that the 
British were afoot, Chaplain Emerson was the first to arrive. 
While the Continental Congress did not take action to estab-
lish the chaplaincy until July 19, 1775, Chaplain Emerson is 
honored as the first chaplain in the Revolution.

The Foundation works to support our special organization 
for chaplains and all that we do. Each year at our National 
Institute members of the Foundation are honored for 
their dedication to the Association and new members are 
inducted. Membership can be granted by the Trustees only 
to those who have contributed $1,000.00 or more to the 
Foundation. Each member is presented a medallion and 
plaque. Subsequent Emerson donations are marked with an 

Oak Leaf Cluster worn 
on the ribbon; Emerson’s 
given in someone else’s 
name are marked with 
a Silver Service Star. 
Five Emersons ($5000) 
are awarded a Silver 
Medallion and Plaque; 
ten Emersons ($10,000) 
receive a Gold Medallion 
and Plaque.

Appreciation is expressed to all our Emerson Foundation 
members for their generous support that strengthens the 
voice of MCA today and helps to secure the future of MCA 
in perpetuity.

The Emerson Fund is used to support the Operating Fund of 
the Military Chaplains Association, but may be directed to 
any use the National Executive Committee

The Emerson Foundation

Recognizing 
Our Donors
Life Giving Societies
The National Executive Committee has adopted these Life 
Giving Societies for all contributions to the MCA over time. 
Each level will be acknowledged with a Society Plaque 
and awarded at the National Institute Awards Banquet.  
Our individual giving records begin in 2010, so life giving 
levels start with that year.

$5,000 
• Ch. Gregory Caiazzo

 $10,000 

$15,000 
• V L & J H Robinson Charitable Foundation

 $20,000 

$25,000 + 
• Capt. Rex B. Pollitt
• Embree Robinson

Emerson
Foundation

Emerson Giving Levels has 
adopted these Recognition Levels 
for the Emerson Fund of the MCA.

1.  First $1,000 – 

Emerson Medal and Plaque

2.  Each additional $1,000 –  

Oak Leaf Cluster to be worn on ribbon

3.  Emerson Donation in another person’s name –  

 a. Emerson Medal and Plaque to named person 

b.  Silver Service Star to be worn on ribbon of 

donor (Chaplain)

2013 Emerson Foundation
133: Floyd Vernon Chandler*

134: Peter H. Beckwith*

135: Gregory G. Caiazzo*

136: Joe P. Webb*

137: Nancy Michel Webb

138: Thomas F. Johnson*

139: Darlene L. Johnson

140: Stephen J. Brandow*

141: Tierian Randy Cash*

142: Mary Diane Cash
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value of the magazine and their substantial involvement with us is 
one more sign transformation is working. 

Another major area of gain in 2013 was membership. We welcomed 
75 new regular members during the year and 29 new life members 
compared to 48 regular in 2012 and 15 life. This increase in mem-
bership defies the trend in nonprofits mentioned above. The overall 
trend would have us losing ground versus showing over a 50% 
increase in our rate of growth. Once again, it appears transforma-
tion is working.  

And finally, direct contributions were up by more than $13,000 in 
2013 over 2012 with a similar increase in our Emerson fund with 
11 new members in the Emerson Foundation. This also reflects 
positively on the transformation process. 

Yet despite all this success in 2013 our revenues do not yet match 
our financial need. Over the past several years the MCA has survived 
based on the large and greatly appreciated contributions of a few 
friends who have understood our mission and determined to help us. 
The contributions from such friends in 2012 and 2013 constituted 
nearly 50% of the total contributions received by the organization. 

Relying on such a pattern of giving fits more into Light’s “rescue 
fantasy” scenario than a true transformation. Though the generosity 
of major benefactors is sincerely appreciated we as an organization 
cannot become comfortable with such an arrangement as a standard 
for survival. We will gain strength only by both expanding our 
members and friends as well as seeing those who are committed to 
the cause of chaplaincy becoming more supportive as individual 
donors. Our membership dues accounted for only 14% of our total 
income in 2013. 

Our future depends on your support of MCA through both your ser-
vice and dedication in the transformation as well as your generosity 
on a continuing basis. Let us continue to buck the trends of tradi-
tional nonprofits and lead the way in being the Voice of Chaplaincy 
into the years to come. 

______________________________________________________

1  Four Futures, Paul Light, Nonprofit Quarterly, Volume 15, Issue 
4, 21 December 2008

2 “ Donor Retention a Growing Problem for Small Organizations,” 
Ruth McCambridge, Nonprofit Quarterly, 15 October, 2013

The Military Chaplain is one of four tools we use to keep up with you and to keep you informed about the work of the MCA, 
about deaths of our friends, and about events of interest to our members.

A second tool is our weekly e-mail NEWSGRAM. If you do not currently receive it, you can go on online to www.mca-usa.org 
and click on Sign up for our Email Newsletter and complete the form. We send the NEWSGRAM on Wednesday morning. If you 
decide at some point you no longer want it, you can “unsubscribe” and we’ll never be able to add you back (only you can do that).

The third tool is the good old United States Post Office. In addition to the magazine, we send out annual renewal notices, 
registration forms for our Annual Meeting & National Institute, and other very occasional mail that can’t wait for a magazine.

Our fourth tool is our website (www.mca-usa.org). On the website you can update your contact information, join or renew your 
membership, donate to the work of the MCA, register for the National Institute, and read back issues of The Military Chaplain.
Remember, the only way we can keep up with you is if you keep up with us.

MCA – Be a part
Join the MCA or renew your membership.
Sign up for our weekly e-mail Newsgram.
Not a member? Subscribe to The Military Chaplain magazine.
Donate: $10.00 per month per member will expand our ministries and secure our future.

Accomplish it all online at www.mca-usa.org

Continue to minister to other veterans when you return to civilian life. 
Contact the National Office about forming a new chapter in your local area.

Staying Connected

Four potential futures for nonprofit organizations were pre-
dicted by Paul Light in the December 21st 2008 issue of Non-
Profit Quarterly1. In light of the ever increasingly difficult 
economy of the time, Light suggested nonprofits might pursue 
the “rescue fantasy” in which they would rely on the kind-
ness of strangers in the hopes enough well intentioned people 
would come to their rescue and help them through troubled 
times. If not this, Light suggested we might see a “withering 
winterland” in which we would experience a survival of the 
fittest. Those well established and well-funded nonprofits with 
large memberships would be able to weather the tough times, 
whereas many smaller and more narrowly focused organiza-
tions would eventually be starved out and the causes they 
represented be largely abandoned. The third possibility in 
Light’s look to the future provided for an “arbitrary winnow-
ing” in which the nonprofits which serve the interests of the 
corporations and other growing concerns would survive and 
do well in the depressed economy. Other nonprofits which 
depend more on popular support from individuals would have 
a hard time surviving. Finally, the fourth potential described 
by Light involved “transformation” in which nonprofits could 
use the faltering economic times as a stimulus to re-invent 
themselves and connect once again with their members as 
they seek to move forward in a changing and more complex 
environment. 

Much has changed since 2008 and Light might be considered 
an honest prophet. Working from data compiled on 2,480 
nonprofits in 2011 – 2012 the Urban Institute found for “every 
100 new and recovered donors another 105 were lost.” 2 
This was somewhat better than 2010 – 2011 during which 
107 were lost for every 100 gained. During the pre-recession 
period nonprofits experienced on average an overall gain in 
membership versus the declines of recent years. 

The declining participation of the public in support of 
nonprofits was not true for all organizations however. Those 
whose budgets exceeded $500,000 actually experienced 
over a 16% gain while those who raise less than $100,000 
per annum lost more than 13%. It would seem the strong get 
stronger and the weak get weaker during tough times. Light’s 
“arbitrary winnowing” scenario seems to have played out. 
How does all of this impact the Military Chaplains Associa-

tion (MCA)? Have we suffered from such a decline? Or are 
we better described as one of those organizations who pur-
sued transformation rather than being cast aside?

The MCA leadership has aggressively pursued a strategy of 
transformation over the past several years based on a return to 
our core competencies of mentoring, connecting, and advocat-
ing. This has resulted in an increased number of local chap-
ters, organizations of state chaplains to respond to requests for 
ministry, and an increased presence among other voluntary 
service organizations supporting those who serve our country 
in national defense. In looking back at the finances of 2013 
this transformation seems to be playing out in the support we 
enjoy from you, our members and friends.

Overall total income realized by the MCA in 2013 increased 
by $49,967 or 38% over 2012. This is good news overall but 
is best understood in light of the areas of our budget where 
the increase resides.

The largest portion of this increase was in our accounts 
associated with the National Convention and the Military 
Chaplain Magazine. Due to a very successful meeting in Get-
tysburg in April 2013 our income from the convention was 
$17, 537 compared to $4,452 in 2012. Our expenses increase 
proportionally as well resulting in a net positive balance of 
over $1,600 to be carried forth into 2014 in support of our 
upcoming meeting in San Diego. This tremendous increase in 
income reflects positively on the involvement of our members 
on a national basis. We look forward to an even greater par-
ticipation as we come together for our professional gathering 
in May to advance the cause of chaplaincy. Transformation is 
working. 

The second largest gainer in budget was the magazine ac-
count. Here receipts from advertisements and subscriptions 
increased to $20,615 compared to $435 in 2012. Expenses 
increased as well but the net surplus in the magazine account 
was $1,648 in 2013 compared to a net deficit of $15,389 in 
2012. The Military Chaplain magazine is one of our chief 
means of getting the word out and providing discussion and 
professional growth for our members. Seeing that advertisers 
involved in the overall cause of chaplaincy understand the 

Military Chaplains Association  

Finances 2013:  
A Year of Transformation
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Holy Days and Holidays
 APRIL 2014 
 6 Army Day
 8  Ramanavami ** - Hindu 
 9 National Former POW Recognition Day
 11 Persian Gulf War Cease Fire (1991)
12  Lazarus Saturday - Orthodox Christian 
13   Palm Sunday - All Christians 

Mahavir Jayanti ** - Jain
14  Baisakhi New Year - Sikh 
15   Lord’s Evening Meal - Jehovah’s Witness 

Christian  
Hanuman Jayanti ** - Hindu

15-22 * Pesach (Passover) - Jewish 
17  Maundy Thursday - Christian 
18  Good (Holy) Friday - All Christian 
20  Easter - All Christians 
21  First Day of Ridvan * - Baha’i 
22 Earth Day
23   St. George Day - Christian 

Administrative Professionals Day
25 Arbor Day
27 Yom HaShoah * - Jewish 
29  Ninth Day of Ridvan * - Baha’i 

MAY 2014
 1   National Day of Prayer - Interfaith USA  

Beltane - Samhain * - Wicca/Pagan  
Northern and Southern hemispheres 
Law Day/Loyalty Day

 2  Twelfth Day of Ridvan * - Baha’i 
 5  Yom Ha’Atzmaut* - Jewish 
 6 Nurses Day
 8 V-E Day Declared (1945)
 9 Military Spouses Day
 11 Mother’s Day
13-16  MCA Annual Meeting/National Institute – 

San Diego CA
15  WAC Founded (1942) – Peace Officers 

Memorial Day
15-18  Theravadin New Year ** - Buddhist
17 Armed Forces Day
18 Lag B’Omer* - Jewish 
14  Visakha Puja - Buddha Day ** - Buddhist
22 National Maritime Day
23  Declaration of the Bab * - Baha’i 
26 Memorial Day (observed)
27  Lailat al Miraj * ** - Islam 
29   Ascension of Jesus - All Christians  

Ascension of Baha’u’llah * - Baha’i 
30 Memorial Day

JUNE 2014
 4-5  Shavuot * - Jewish 
 6 D-Day: Allied Invasion of Europe (1944)
 8  Pentecost - All Christians
 9  Saint Columba of Iona - Christian
 14   Lailat al Bara’ah * ** - Islam  

U.S. Army Founded (1775) – Flag Day

 15   Trinity Sunday - Christian 
All Saints - Orthodox Christian 
Father’s Day

16  Guru Arjan Dev martyrdom - Sikh 
19   New Church Day -  

Swedenborgian Christian 
Corpus Christi - Catholic Christian

21   Solstice 
  Litha * - Wicca/Pagan northern hemisphere 
  Yule * - Wicca/Pagan southern hemisphere 
22 Pledge of Allegiance (1942)
  G. I. Bill (1944)
27  Sacred Heart of Jesus - Catholic Christian
28  Ramadan Begins * ** - Islam 
29  Saints Peter and Paul - Christian 
  
Note:   
*  Holy days usually begin at sundown the day 

before this date. 
**  Local or regional customs may use a  

variation of this date.

REUNIONS 
WIMU Conference & Retreat 
Women United in Ministry 2014 Training  
Conference & Spiritual Retreat For Active,  
Reserve, Guard, VA chaplains & chaplain candidates 
28 April - 1 May 2014
St Christopher Center
St John Island, SC 
Registration & Information: www.wuim-mil.org 
___________________________________________________

Kilo Company, 3/7 Marines 
Kilo Company, 3rd Bn., 7th Marine Rgt., Vietnam, and attached 
units, will be having a reunion in San Diego, California,  
September 9-15, 2014 

Contact: William Rolke 
Email: k37usmc@att.net 
(262) 780-0993 
or: Jerry Walker 
Email:jwalkercdr@verizon.net 
(951) 203-2280 

4th Infantry Regiment 
The Regiment, Veterans and Families is planning its Reunion 
for the Regiment 4-6 June 2014 at Fort Polk, LA, home of the 
2nd Battalion 4th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 10th Division 
(Mountain) and the Joint Readiness Training Center. 

They are inviting prior Chaplains of the 1st, 2nd, and/or  
3rd Battalions of the 4th Infantry Regiment to be part  
of this event. 

Thank you for your service. Warriors! 

Richard Wideman President 
4th Infantry Regiment Veterans Association 
P.O. Box 3773 Fort Polk, LA 71459 
___________________________________________________

Army Chaplains Reunion 2014
Start planning for the  
7th Biennial US Army Chaplain  
Regimental Association program:  
17-20 September 2014  in Atlanta, GA. 

New Annual Members
Matthew Ballard
CH (LTC) USA
Lutheran
Alexandria, VA
Joined MCA 2009

David S. Bauman
LT, CHC, USNR
Orthodox Jewis
Long Beach, NY
Joined MCA 2013

George Bearden
CH (LTC) USA
General Baptist 
Garden Ridge, TX 
Joined MCA 2007 

James Michael Connolly
Ch, DVA
Roman Catholic
Norfolk, VA

David Deese
LT, CHC, USN
Nazarene
Sneads Ferry, NC
Joined MCA 2009

Stuart A. Kenworthy
CH (MAJ) USA
Episcopal
Washington, DC
Joined MCA 2013

Clifton Montgomery, Jr.
Ch DVA
National Baptist
Missouri City, TX
Joined MCA 2009

Kenneth Ruppar
CH (LTC) USA
Lutheran (ELCA)
Chesterfield, VA
Joined MCA 2008

Brent W. Scott
CPT, CHC, USN
Full Gospel
Honolulu, HI
Joined as  
Life Member 2014

James A. Snyder
Ch, LtCol, USAF
Presbyterian (USA)
Camdenton, MO
Joined MCA 1982

David M. Terrinoni
Ch, LtCol, USAF
Presbyterian (USA) 
Honolulu, HI
Joined MCA 1989 

Regular Members
John T. Aasman
CH (CPT) USA
Christian Reformed
Wahiawa, HI 

E. Scott Dow
Ch DVA
American Baptist
Augusta, ME

Lawrence P. Greenslit
CPT, CHC, USN
Presbyterian (USA)
Woodbridge, VA

Timothy Manwell
Ch, Capt, CAP
Lutheran Church,  
Missouri Synod
Elk Grove Village, IL

Wrophas Meeks
Ch, 1Lt, CAP
United Covenant Church
Carbondale, IL

Andrew C. Parker
CH (CPT) ANG
Southern Baptist
Douglasville, GA

Sarah Schechter
Ch, Capt, USAF
Jewish
Monument, CO

Neal E. Smith
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret)
Methodist
New Ringgold, PA

Paul W. Steel
CPT, CHC, USN
American Baptist
Myerstown, PA

Jon R. Stovall
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Church of God,  
Cleveland TN
Marble, CO
Ryan M. Thompson
Ch, Capt, CAP
Baptist
Sioux Falls, SD

Brian R. Tidd
Ch, Capt, CAP
Southern Baptist
Ft. Collins, CO

Kerry Wilson
Ch, CAP
United Methodist
Lomira, WI

Associate Members  
Zeke G. Hanford
Lutheran (ELCA)
Columbia, SC

Zigmund Ziegler Cohen
Catholic
Jerusalem, Israel

Welcome Back
John M. Miyahara
LCDR, CHC, USN
United Methodist
Santa Rita, Guam

Joseph P. Howe
LtCol, CAP
Fundamental Church
Wacounda IL

Taps
Monte H. Brown
CH (CPT) USA (Ret)
Presbyterian (USA)
Ojai, CA
Life Member 1980
Deceased March 1997

Salvatore J. D’Angelo
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Joined MCA 1974
Life Member 1982
Deceased 2009

Benson C. Barrett
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret)
United Methodist
Ellijay, GA
Joined MCA 1956
Life Member 1980
Deceased 22 Oct 2013

David F. Brock
CPT, CHC, USN (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Dearborn, MI
Deceased 24 Oct 2013

John B. Fitzgerald
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Los Angeles, CA
Life Member 1980
Deceased 6 Nov 2013

Robert B. Howerton, Jr
CH (COL) USA (Ret)
Methodist
San Antonio, TX
Deceased 24 Dec 2013

Glenn L. Myers
CH (COL) USA (Ret)
Presbyterian
Lorton, WV
Joined MCA 1978
Deceased 4 January 2014

John G. Truitt, Jr.
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
United Church of Christ
Elon, NC
Joined MCA 1961; Life 1982
Deceased 4 Jan 2014

Bonita Ensey Leavitt
Virginia Beach, VA
Deceased 4 January 2014
+Wife of CDR Charles Leavitt, 
CHC, USN (Ret)
(Charles is a  
Life Member of MCA)

John M. Danielsen
CPT, CHC, USN (Ret)
Baptist
Hawthorne, FL
Deceased 15 Jan 2014

Victor J. Ivers
CPT, CHC, USN (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Niles, IL
Deceased 18 Jan 2014

Robert F. Burt
RADM (CHC) USN-Ret
Bible Church
Silverdale, WA
Joined MCA 1981
Deceased 27 Jan 2014

John B. (Gary) Stoner
CPT, CHC, USNR (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Valyermo, CA
Deceased 1 Feb 2014

Vern Schueller
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Cedar Rapids, IA
Deceased 1 Feb 2014

George Bernard Hummer
CDR, CHC USN (Ret.)
United Methodist 
Hanover, PA
Life Member 1991
Deceased 5 Feb 2014

Since the Winter 2013 issue of The Military Chaplain, we have heard about some of our chaplains who have gone to their greater reward.

Welcome
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Thank You 
In Memory of Ch, Col, Darrel Highsmith USAF-Ret. 

by Verona Highsmith

Clayton Community Church
Fidelity Charitable Gifts

Greater Houston Community Foundation 
Saville Family Fund
Ch. Raymond Acker

Michael R. Ales
Ch. Melba Banks

Ch. Stephen Bartelt
Anthony R. Beazley

Christopher M. Beiring
Gary Beloin

Ch. Louis H. Bier
Ch. Brian Bohlman

Ch. Samuel J. T. Boone
Ch. Stephen Brandow

Sandra E. Brewer
Ch. Edward T. Brogan

Paul Cannon
Ch. Tierian Randy Cash

Ronald D. Craddock
Ch. Gregory Caiazzo
Mr. Jimmy Cantwell
Ch. Robert Certain

Ch. S. David Chambers
The Hon. Allen Clark

Ch. Ken Colton
Ch. David Crocker

Ch. John Crotty
Mr. Noel Dawes

Ch. David DeDonato
Mr. Charles D’Huyvetter

Ch. George Dobes
Ch. James Erickson

John Esterhai
Ch. George Evans

Ch. Blant Ferguson
Ch. Michael Ferraro

Ch. George Fields
James E. Fletcher
Michael Forchette

Ch. William E. Foreman
Ch. Earl Frazier

Ch. Ordis Gallups
Mr. Max Gamble

Douglas G. Gilmer
David E. Graetz

Ch. Everett Greene
Nancy L. Gregg-Pasiecznik

James Goodman, Jr.
Minister Gregory Harrison

Robert Harshaw
Mrs. Michelle Hathaway

Michael L. Hayhurst
Ch. Robert Hershberger

Russell Hicks
Ms. Loretta Housley

Ch. Jim Howell
The Rev. Dr. Samuel Jang

Ch. Harold Johnson
Ms. Mary Johnson

Ch. Orris Kelly
James Ketzler

William Kinnaird
Daniel Z. Kramer

Barbara Laux
Ch. Michael Langston

Jeryl Massey
Ch. Michael McCoy
Kathleen A. McNeil

Ms. Linda Millet
Thomas Moore
Brian Morrill

Norman B. Oswald
Ch. Merle Pedigo

Ch. C. Ronald Phelps
Ch. Florence Plant
Donald Pohorecki

Ch. Richard Poindexter
Frederick A. Puthoff
Ch. Roscoe Rector

Ch. Steven Rice
Gary Richard

Ch. James Richards
Ch. Clarence Roland
Ch. Jeffrey Saville
Joseph Schweickert

Ch. Walter Sauer
Ch. William Schuermann

Ms. Dorene Shahan
Ch. James Shaw
Ch. Lyman Smith
Ch. William Sikes

Pastor Donald Snow
Ch. Terry Sparks
Ch. Charles Stein

Thomas J. Steinbrunner
Mr. Harry Stine
David Sumrall

John Tarbet
William Tate

Ch. D. Chris Thompson
Ch. William Thompson

Ch. Andrew Tibus
B. N. Uslan

Juan C. Usma
Ch. David White

Ch. William A. Wildhack, III
Fatima Williams
Lorenzo C. York
Ch. Fred Zobel 
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•  Chaplaincy focus MDiv with $4500 guaranteed scholarship 
annually for chaplain candidates

•  Tailored DMin in Chaplaincy Studies for all Active Duty,  
Reserve and Guard Chaplains with up to four seminars 
credit granted for in-service military chaplaincy training

•  Advanced Counseling, Bioethics, Homiletics and World 
Religions study opportunities suitable for post-graduate 
training

•  Close to Naval Station Great Lakes, Captain James A.  
Lovell Federal Health Care Center, Commissary  
and Exchange facilities

For program details and additional information contact  
Dr. Ken Botton, Coordinator of Chaplaincy Studies at  
kbotton@tiu.edu or visit teds.edu/chaplain

 Discover TRINITY’S Programs in 
Chaplaincy Studies


